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President Barack Obama exits after delivering remarks on Libya at Fort McNair in Washington, 
on March 28, 2011. Obama attempted to answer what he felt were “legitimate” questions about the 
American involvement in the war in Libya. 
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In New York 

State workers 
win S319M 
jackpot 



By MARYESCH 
Associated Press 


ALBANY, N.Y. - Within a state 
workforce already threatened 
with layoffs, a small group of 
workers has apparently found 
the sudden luxury of walking 
away from their jobs if they 
choose. No one has stepped 
forward to claim the week¬ 
end’s $319 million Mega Mil¬ 
lions jackpot, the fifth-largest 
in the multistate game’s his¬ 
tory. But media reports have 
said seven workers at the 
state Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal picked 
the lucky numbers, and an 
agency lawyer told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on Monday that 
he knows some of them. 

He wouldn’t identify any of 
the winners. New York is fac¬ 
ing a grinding budget deficit, 
estimated at $10 billion this 
year before state leaders an¬ 
nounced Sunday they would 
be able to close it as part of 
a spending deal. In negotia¬ 
tions, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
had suggested up to 9,800 em¬ 
ployees might lose their jobs. 
Store owner Steve Hutchins 
said everybody’s still talking 
about the mega win. But as 
far as knowing who actually 
holds the golden ticket? He’s 
just hearing the same talk oth¬ 
ers are.Q 


By HELENE COOPER 
© 2011 New York Times News 
Service 

WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama defended the 
U.S.-led military assault in 
Libya on Monday, saying it 
was in the national interest 
of the United States to stop a 
potential massacre that would 
have “stained the conscience 
of the world.” 

In his first major address 
since ordering U.S. airstrikes 
on the forces and artillery of 
Moammar Gadhafi nine days 
ago, Obama said the United 
States had the responsibility 
and the international backing 
to stop what he characterized 
as a looming genocide in the 
Libyan city of Benghazi. 

“I refused to wait for the im¬ 
ages of slaughter and mass 
graves before taking action,” 


Obama said. 

But at the same time, he said, 
directing U.S. troops to forc¬ 
ibly remove Gadhafi from 
power would be a step too 
far and would “splinter” the 
international coalition that 
has moved against the Libyan 
government. 

“To be blunt, we went down 
that road in Iraq,” Obama 
said, adding that “regime 
change there took eight years, 
thousands of American and 
Iraqi lives, and nearly a tril¬ 
lion dollars. That is not some¬ 
thing we can afford to repeat 
in Libya.” 

Speaking in the early evening 
from the National Defense 
University in Washington, 
Obama said he had made 
good on his promise to limit 
U.S. military involvement 
against Gadhafi’s forces - he 


did not use the word “war” to 
describe the action - and he 
laid out a more general phi¬ 
losophy for the use of force. 
The president said he was 
willing to act unilaterally to 
defend the nation and its core 
interests. But in other cases, 
he said, when the safety of 
Americans is not directly 
threatened but where action 
can be justified - in the case of 
genocide, humanitarian relief, 
regional security or economic 
interests - the United States 
should not act alone. His 
statements amounted both to 
a rationale for multilateralism 
and another critique of what 
he has all along characterized 
as the excessively unilateral 
tendencies of the George W. 
Bush administration. 

Continued on page 2 


In California 


Maternity 

tourism 

house 

closed 



A photograph found on a kitch¬ 
en countertop in townhouses 
believed to be used by Chinese 
mothers to birth their children 
in the U.S. for the purpose of 
citizenship, in San Gabriel, Ca¬ 
lif. “Maternity tourism,” or the 
practice of women from other 
countries having their babies 
in the U.S. solely for citizen¬ 
ship, has brought into question 
the 14th amendment. 


Continued on page 2 
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President Barack Obama delivers remarks on Libya at Fort 
McNair in Washington, on March 28, 2011. Obama attempted 
to answer what he felt were “legitimate” questions about the 
American involvement in the war in Libya. 
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A townhouse believed to be used by Chinese mothers to birth their 
children in the U.S. for the purpose of citizenship, in San Gabriel, 
Calif. “Maternity tourism,” or the practice of women from other 
countries having their babies in the U.S. solely for citizenship, has 
brought into question the 14th amendment. 


“In such cases, we should 
not be afraid to act - but the 
burden of action should not 
be America’s alone,” Obama 
said. “Because contrary to 
the claims of some, Ameri¬ 
can leadership is not simply 
a matter of going it alone and 
bearing all of the burden our¬ 
selves. Real leadership cre¬ 
ates the conditions and coali¬ 
tions for others to step up as 
well; to work with allies and 
partners so that they bear their 
share of the burden and pay 
their share of the costs; and 
to see that the principles of 
justice and human dignity are 


upheld by all.” 

Obama never mentioned 
many of the other nations go¬ 
ing through upheaval across 
the Arab world, including Ye¬ 
men, Syria and Bahrain, but 
left little doubt that his deci¬ 
sion to send the U.S. military 
into action in Libya was the 
product of a confluence of 
particular circumstances and 
opportunities. 

He did not say how the inter¬ 
vention in Libya would end 
but said the United States and 
its allies would seek to drive 
Gadhafi from power by means 
other than military force if 


necessary. 

Speaking for 28 minutes, 
Obama addressed a number 
of audiences. To the U.S. 
public, he tried to offer reas¬ 
surance that the United States 
was not getting involved in 
another open-ended commit¬ 
ment in a place which few 
Americans had spent much 
time thinking about. To the 
democracy protestors across 
the Middle East, he vowed 
that the United States would 
stand by them, even as he said 
that “progress will be uneven, 
and change will come differ¬ 
ently in different countries,” a 
partial acknowledgement that 
complex relations between 
the United States and differ¬ 
ent Arab countries may make 
for different U.S. responses in 
different countries. 

“The United States will not 
be able to dictate the pace and 
scope of this change,” Obama 
said. “But, he added, ‘T be¬ 
lieve that this movement of 
change cannot be turned back, 
and that we must stand along¬ 
side those who believe in 
the same core principles that 
have guided us through many 
storms: our opposition to vio¬ 
lence directed against one’s 
own citizens; our support for 
a set of universal rights, in¬ 
cluding the freedom for peo¬ 
ple to express themselves and 
choose their leaders; our sup¬ 
port for governments that are 
ultimately responsive to the 
aspirations of the people.” 

The president’s remarks were 
timed to coincide with the for¬ 
mal handover of control over 
the Libya campaign to NATO, 
scheduled for Wednesday. 
But in the wake of criticism 
from congressional represen¬ 
tatives from both sides of the 
aisle that Obama overstepped 
his authority in ordering the 
strikes without first getting 
congressional approval - and 
the return of lawmakers to 
Washington after their spring 
recess - Obama had another 
audience: Congress. □ 


By JENNIFER MEDINA 
© 2011 New York Times 
SAN GABRIEL, Calif. - The 
building inspectors and police 
officers walked into the small 
row of connected town houses 
here knowing something was 
amiss. Neighbors had com¬ 
plained about noise and a lot 
of pregnant women coming 
and going. And when they 
went into a kitchen they saw a 
row of clear bassinets holding 
several infants, with a woman 
acting as a nurse hovering 
over them. 

For months, officials say, the 
house was home to “maternity 
tourists,” in this case, women 
from China who had paid tens 
of thousands of dollars to de¬ 
liver their babies in the Unit¬ 
ed States, making the infants 
U.S. citizens. 

Officials shut down the home, 
sending the 10 mothers who 
had been living there with 
their babies to nearby motels. 
“These were not women liv¬ 
ing in squalor - it was a well 
taken care of place and clean, 
but there were a lot of wom¬ 
en and babies,” said Clayton 
Anderson, a city inspector 
who shut down the house 
March 9. “I have never seen 
anything like this before. We 
really couldn’t determine the 
exact number of people liv¬ 
ing there.” For the past year, 
the debate over birthright citi¬ 
zenship has raged across the 


country, with some political 
leaders calling for an end to 
the 14th Amendment, which 
gives automatic citizenship to 
any baby bom in the United 
States. Much of the debate has 
focused on immigrants enter¬ 
ing illegally from poor coun¬ 
tries in Latin America. But in 
this case the women were not 
only relatively wealthy but 
also here legally on tourist vi¬ 
sas. 

Most of them, officials say, 
have already returned to Chi¬ 
na with their babies.Immigra¬ 
tion experts say it is impos¬ 
sible to know precisely how 
widespread “maternity tour¬ 
ism” is. Businesses in China, 
Mexico and South Korea ad¬ 
vertise packages that arrange 
for doctors, insurance and 
postpartum care. 

And the Marmara, a Turkish- 
owned hotel in New York 
City, has advertised month¬ 
long “baby stays” that come 
with a stroller. 

For the most part, though, the 
practice has involved indi¬ 
viduals. The discovery of the 
large-scale facility here in the 
Los Angeles suburbs raises 
questions about whether it 
was a rare phenomenon or an 
indication that maternity tour¬ 
ism is entering a new, more 
institutionalized phase with 
more hospital-like facilities 
operating quietly around the 
country. □ 
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Indian Point nuclear power plant, New York 


Point nuclear power plant has 
sought more than 100 exemp¬ 
tions from the fire code that 
could make it difficult to shut 
down the nearly 40-year fa¬ 
cility in an emergency, New 
York’s attorney general said 
on Monday. 

The plant, which supplies 
as much as 30 percent of 
New York City’s electricity, 
has been a constant target of 
the state, which is seeking 
to block its owner, Entergy 
Corp, from extending it oper¬ 
ating license. 

State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman said the owner 
of the plant, located about 40 
miles north of the city, sought 
waivers from federal regula¬ 
tors because it was in viola¬ 
tion of the fire safety rules. 

“In the wake of Japan’s crisis, 
our country’s nuclear facili¬ 
ties should be bolstering their 
safety measures, yet Indian 
Point is looking to weaken 
its precautionary measures,” 
Schneiderman said in a state¬ 
ment. 


A spokesman for Entergy 
said the number of exemp¬ 
tions was about one-third the 
number cited by the state. 
The company had also put in 
place extra safety protocols 
while it worked through the 
issue, including regular fire 
watch patrols conducted by 
employees. 

“I don’t believe there’s ever 
been a fire that affected safe¬ 
ty systems,” plant spokes¬ 
man Jerry Nappi said. 

New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo has long been a critic 


of the plant and the state has 
filed a petition with the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Com¬ 
mission urging it to take en¬ 
forcement action. 

Among the safety code vio¬ 
lations were the lack of fire 
detectors or suppression sys¬ 
tems in various locations, the 
inability of electrical cables 
to withstand fire damage 
for one to three hours and 
the plant’s reliance on com¬ 
plex measures by employees 
rather than on automatic sys¬ 
tems to respond to fires.□ 


By Elliott Blackburn 
Associated Press 

LUBBOCK, Texas - A 20-year- 
old Saudi student indicted in a 
bomb plot with targets including 
the Dallas home of former Presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush pleaded not 
guilty on Monday. 

Khalid Aldawsari faces a charge 
of attempting to use a weapon of 
mass destruction. If convicted, 
the former chemical engineering 
exchange student could face up 
to life in prison. 

He gave calm, short answers dur¬ 
ing an arraignment hearing that 
lasted less than five minutes. 
His longest response to ques¬ 
tions from U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Nancy Koenig was to say “not 
guilty.” 

Koenig set a trial date of May 2. 
Aldawsari and attorneys in the 
case were under a gag order and 
made no comment. 

Aldawsari’s arms and legs were 
bound during his court appear¬ 
ance. Wearing his black hair 
combed back, he sat quietly, 
without looking at the handful of 
journalists and court staff in the 


In Indiana 

Democrats end stand-off on union rights 


By Susan Guyett 
Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS - Indiana 
lawmakers ended a five-week 
standoff on Monday as Dem¬ 
ocrats wrung compromises in 
Republican-sponsored bills 
they see as part of a nation¬ 
al push to strip U.S. public 
sector unions of bargaining 
rights.b Most of Indiana’s 40 
Democratic House represen¬ 
tatives departed Indiana for 
Illinois last month to deny 
the 60 Republicans a quorum 
to pass any legislation, much 
as Wisconsin Senate Demo- 



House Speaker Brian Bosma, 
R-Indianapolis 


crats created a weeks-long 
stalemate there by fleeing that 
state. In several states, newly 
elected Republican governors 
and new or expanded Repub¬ 
lican legislative majorities 
have introduced proposals to 
strip public sector unions of 
bargaining rights. 

Republicans say changes are 
needed to reign in budget defi¬ 
cits while Democrats and their 
labor union backers say the 
proposals amount to union- 
busting. Democrats fear they 
will undermine one of the 
party’s key bases of electoral 


support. Ultimately, Wiscon¬ 
sin’s Republicans maneuvered 
to pass the union bill without 
the Democrats present, though 
the outcome remains in doubt 
as opponents have sued to 
block the law. But in Indiana, 
the missing House Democrats 
succeeded in paralyzing the 
legislature, forcing Republi¬ 
cans to compromise. 

House Republican leader Bri¬ 
an Bosma said changes were 
made to two bills the Demo¬ 
crats had opposed, but he 
did not consider the changes 
“substantive.”□ 


Khalid Ali-M Aldawsari 

room, until he was summoned 
by the judge. 

Federal investigators accused 
Aldawsari of investigating 
power plants, nightclubs and 
Bush’s home as possible tar¬ 
gets and purchasing chemi¬ 
cals to build a bomb in his 
second-floor apartment across 
from the Texas Tech Univer¬ 
sity campus. 

Tips from a North Carolina 
chemical company and a Lub¬ 
bock freight company alerted 
the Federal Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation, according to court 
documents. He was arrested 
February 28. 

Aldawsari was in the United 
States on a student visa study¬ 
ing chemical engineering 
and business in Lubbock, ac¬ 
cording to court documents. 
He was described by former 
roommates as polite but in¬ 
tensely private. 

Emails and journal entries at¬ 
tributed to him and released 
by investigators in court doc¬ 
uments describe religious war 
and tell of founding his own 
chapter of al Qaeda. 

Aldawsari remained in the 
Lubbock County Jail on Mon¬ 
day, where he is kept separat¬ 
ed from the rest of the prison 
population. 

He has access to recreation, 
letters, the library and visi¬ 
tors, but not television, be¬ 
cause of his location in the 
jail, Lubbock County Sheriff 
Kelly Rowe said.Q 
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Indian Point nuclear plant a fire risk 

NEW YORK - The Indian 
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Officials monitor 


In Wisconsin 


Radiation in U.S. air, rainwater 



Control at the nuclear plant 


CHARLESTON, South Caro¬ 
lina - Low levels of radio¬ 
active iodine believed to be 
from Japan’s Fukushima nu¬ 
clear power plant have been 
detected in the atmosphere in 


South Carolina, North Caro¬ 
lina and Florida, officials said 
on Monday. 

There is no current threat to 
public safety, said spokes¬ 
man Drew Elliot of Progress 
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Energy, the Raleigh, North 
Carolina, electric utility serv¬ 
ing Florida and the Carolinas. 
Monitors at Progress Energy’s 
nuclear plants in Hartsville, 
South Carolina, and Crys¬ 
tal River, Florida, picked up 
low levels of radioactive io- 
dine-131. So did Duke Ener¬ 
gy’s monitors at its two nucle¬ 
ar facilities in South Carolina 
and the plant in Huntersville, 
North Carolina. 

“If there were radiation com¬ 
ing from one our own sites, we 
would be seeing other types 
of radiation than iodine-131,” 
Elliot said. “Other nuclear 
stations throughout the East 
Coast all started picking this 
up within the last week. It all 
points to something coming 
from overseas. b“The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission and 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency both say it poses no 
threat to public safety,” he 
said. The news follows reports 
that trace amounts of radioac¬ 
tive iodine have also turned 
up in rainwater samples in 
Massachusetts, California, 
Pennsylvania and Washing¬ 
ton state. On Monday, Penn¬ 
sylvania Governor Tom Cor¬ 
bett said that tests on public 
drinking water in six facilities 
around the state found no el¬ 
evated levels of radioactivity. 
Concentrations of Iodine-131 
reported in Pennsylvania’s 
rainwater samples ranged 
from 40 to 100 picocuries per 
liter (pCi/L). Those readings 
are about 25 times below the 
level that would be of con¬ 
cern, officials said, adding 
that rainwater is diluted by 
water in reservoirs and riv¬ 
ers and is also treated before 
reaching consumers.Q 


Fresh controversy 
in union bill fight 



Protesters return to Wisconsin State Capitol 


MADISON, Wis - Oppo¬ 
nents of a bill stripping Wis¬ 
consin public employees of 
most of their collective bar¬ 
gaining rights rallied at the 
state Capitol on Saturday, the 
day after a state agency pub¬ 
lished the measure despite an 
order barring such a move. 
Republican supporters of the 
measure said the action by 
the state’s Legislative Refer¬ 
ence Bureau (LRB), which 
published the bill electroni¬ 
cally on Friday, was legal and 
meant the controversial anti¬ 
union measure was now in 
effect. But Democrats insisted 
the temporary restraining or¬ 
der (TRO) on publication is¬ 
sued last week by a judge re¬ 
mained in effect and rendered 
Friday’s publication by the 
LRB moot. 

The move injected fresh con¬ 
troversy into the debate here 
over the measure, which 
would overturn a 52-year- 
old state policy encouraging 
public-sector unionism and 
sparked massive demonstra¬ 


tions in Madison, the state 
capital, for weeks. 

Lester Pines, an attorney who 
represents unionized teachers 
in Madison, told the Wiscon¬ 
sin State Journal newspaper 
the LRB’s action, which ap¬ 
peared to contravene both 
the court order and specific 
written instructions from the 
Secretary of State, would “un¬ 
leash a tsunami of litigation.” 
Peter Barca, the top Democrat 
in the state Assembly, said he 
had consulted with attorneys 
at the Wisconsin Legislative 
Council (WLC), a separate 
nonpartisan legislative agen¬ 
cy, and had been assured the 
measure would not be deemed 
legally published without fur¬ 
ther action by Wisconsin’s 
secretary of state. 

Legal publication of the leg¬ 
islation is required for it to go 
into effect. 

Barca distributed a memo 
to the media from Scott 
Grosz, a staff attorney with 
the WLC, supporting that 
interpretation. □ 
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In girl s death 

Prosecutors seek 
the death penalty 



Jorge Barahona 


By KELLI KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
MIAMI - Prosecutors said 
Monday they would seek the 
death penalty for a Miami 
couple accused in the slaying 
of their 10-year-old adopted 
daughter, who was found 
dead in the back of her fa¬ 
ther’s pickup truck while her 
brother sat in the front seat 
badly burned by chemicals. 
Jorge Barahona, dressed in a 
green suicide watch vest ex¬ 
posing his bare arms, wept as 
he was led handcuffed into 
the courtroom. He sat sever¬ 
al seats away from his wife, 
Carmen, who looked com¬ 
posed but frail. 

“He’s extremely emotionally 
unstable right now,” his attor¬ 
ney Edith Georgie said. “He’s 
been crying the whole time.” 
Both have pleaded not guilty 
to 18 charges including first- 
degree murder for the death 
of their adopted daughter 
Nubia and several aggravat¬ 
ed child abuse and neglect 
charges related to her and her 


twin brother, Victor. 
Authorities said the couple, 
who became the twins’ fos¬ 
ter parents in 2004, beat the 
twins with a shoe, whip or 
broom, bound their hands 
and feet, and locked them in 
a bathroom, sometimes for 
days. Police believe Nubia 
was beaten to death Feb. 11. 
On Valentine’s Day, her body 
was found stuffed in plastic 
bags and doused in a toxic 
chemical in the back of Jorge 
Barahona’s truck along the 
side of a busy highway. He is 
also charged with mutilating 
Nubia’s body by pouring toxic 
chemicals on her. 

Victor, who survived, was 
also in the truck, writhing in 
seizures and suffering from 
chemical bums. 

The Barahonas were also ac¬ 
cused of placing a plastic bag 
over Victor’s head to make 
it difficult for him to breathe 
and forcing the twins to stand 
or sit in a comer of a room for 
hours, according to an indict¬ 
ment handed down last week. 
Jorge Barahona was charged 
with punching Victor in the 
lip, causing permanent disfig¬ 
urement. 

The judge on Monday set a 
tentative trial date for July. 
The Department of Children 
and Families has also been 
scmtinized because workers 
ignored warnings from school 
officials that the girl was be¬ 
ing abused. The couple was 
the subject of several abuse 
allegations before Nubia was 
killed. A principal and teacher 
warned in 2007 that Nubia 
was stealing food, appeared 
very thin and was afraid of her 
mother. □ 


Obama to lay out his case on Libya 


By BEN FELLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama is striving to 
explain why the U.S. is at war 
again on a third front as he 
resolutely defends the mili¬ 
tary campaign in Libya. His 
message in a speech to the 
nation Monday night: U.S. in¬ 
volvement this time is shrink¬ 
ing and isn’t a precedent for 
further action as violence 
flows across the Middle East. 
Obama’s address was un¬ 
likely to specify how long the 
conflict might last or what the 
cost might be to a nation all 
but buried in debt. 

“Our involvement is going to 
be limited, both in time and in 
scope,” Obama said at a town 
hall earlier in the day. He had 
said over the weekend that 
the United States and allies 
had prevented a humanitar¬ 
ian catastrophe by stepping 
in to keep Moammar Gadhafi 
from a potential mass killing 
of those rebelling against him. 
“I firmly believe that when in¬ 
nocent people are being bru¬ 
talized; when someone like 
Gadhafi threatens a bloodbath 
that could destabilize an entire 
region, and when the interna¬ 
tional community is prepared 
to come together to save many 
thousands of lives then it’s in 
our national interest to act,” 
Obama said Saturday. “And 
it’s our responsibility. This is 
one of those times.” 

Ahead of Obama’s Mon¬ 
day night speech, the White 
House made clear that it does 
not view U.S. intervention in 
Libya as a precedent for in¬ 
volvement in other nations 
that hold strategic interest for 
the United States, from Syria 
to Bahrain to Yemen. Violent 
clashes are roiling the Middle 
East and North Africa. 

“Each of them, frankly, is na¬ 



President Barack Obama 


tionally motivated. It’s not an 
international thing,” said Dep¬ 
uty National Security Adviser 
Denis McDonough. “So we 
don’t get very hung up on this 
question of precedent because 
we don’t make decisions 
about questions like interven¬ 
tion based on consistency or 
precedent. We base them on 
how we can best advance our 
interests in the region.” 

For Obama, the speech offered 
an opportunity to make his 
points to skeptical lawmakers 
and a big television audience: 
why the U.S is involved in 
Libya, how the U.S.-led mili¬ 
tary campaign has progressed 
and what comes next. 

Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell, who was 
silent last week about the 
Libyan operation, said on the 


Senate floor that Obama has 
failed to explain the mission. 
“If the American people are 
uncertain as to our military 
objectives in Libya, it’s with 
good cause,” the Kentucky 
lawmaker said. □ 

“The president has failed to 
explain up to this point what 
follows the evident establish¬ 
ment of a no-fly zone over 
Libya, as it was originally de¬ 
scribed. Further, the president 
has articulated a wider politi¬ 
cal objective of regime change 
in Libya that is not the stated 
objective of our military inter¬ 
vention; nor is it the mandate 
of the U.N. resolution that the 
president has used as a justifi¬ 
cation for our military efforts 
there.” 

Obama was giving the speech 
from the National Defense 
University at Fort McNair, 
not far from the White House. 
The university’s mission is 
to train leaders of the armed 
forces and other civilian agen¬ 
cies for high-level policy and 
command responsibilities 
Obama was expected to em¬ 
phasize that although the 
United States led the military 
offensive against Gadhafi, 
NATO is in the midst of tak¬ 
ing command of the operation 
both enforcement of the no- 
fly zone over Libyan airspace 
and ground attacks. 

The White House has been 
anxious from the start to get 
out of the lead position. □ 


Q\or^\o\ 




Menu Turistico 

3 course dinner 

$21.95 p.p. 

Open daily from: 
5:30-11:00 p.m. 


A unique outdoor dining experience in the 
tropical garden at the poolside terrace. 
Enjoy tasteful pastas, pizzas and seafood 
specialties prepared with the freshest 
ingredients. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino uto> 


R^torante Italiano 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: giorgios@manchebo.com 
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Pa. Lutheran College hot 
among Jewish students 



By KATHY MATHESON 
Associated Press 
ALLENTOWN, Pa. - One of 
the hottest college campuses 
in the U.S. for Jewish students 
is also one of the unlikeliest: a 
small Lutheran school erected 
around a soaring stone chapel 
with a cross on top. 

In what is being called a testa¬ 
ment to word of mouth in the 
Jewish community, approxi¬ 
mately 34 percent of Muhlen¬ 
berg College’s 2,200 students 
are Jewish. And the biggest 
gains have come in the past 
five years or so. 

Perhaps equally noteworthy is 
how Muhlenberg has respond¬ 
ed: offering a kosher menu at 
the student union, creating 
a partnership with the Jew¬ 
ish Theological Seminary in 


New York, and expanding its 
Hillel House, a social hub for 
Jews.“What makes us stand 
out is that we actually enjoy 
our diversity,” said Randy 
Helm, the college’s president, 
an Episcopalian. “Our close- 
knit community has embraced 
differences rather than pull¬ 
ing into its shell or fracturing 
along religious, ethnic or oth¬ 
er lines.’’Many major univer¬ 
sities including some of the 
country’s most highly selec¬ 
tive schools have large pro¬ 
portions of Jewish students, 
far bigger than the 2 percent 
of the U.S. population that is 
Jewish. But how, one might 
ask, did this come to pass at 
Muhlenberg, a liberal arts 
school little known outside 
Pennsylvania?Q 



Obama talks immigration with Hispanics 



WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama sought to as¬ 
sure Hispanic Americans on 
Monday that he will not aban¬ 
don his efforts to overhaul 
U.S. immigration policy or 
preserve government finan¬ 
cial support for education. 
Congress narrowly failed last 
year to pass the “Dream Act,” 
which would have provided a 
path to citizenship for illegal 
immigrants who were brought 
to the United States as chil¬ 
dren. 

The vote was a bitter disap¬ 
pointment to many Latin 
Americans, the fastest grow¬ 
ing ethnic group in the United 
States and an increasingly im¬ 
portant voting bloc. 

“We have to have a pathway 
for citizenship for those who 
are just looking for a better 
life and contributing to our 


country, and I’ll continue to 
fight for that,” Obama said, 
to applause from a crowd at a 
Washington, D.C., school. 
Obama’s “town hall” in Eng¬ 
lish and Spanish Obama used 
a translator sponsored by a 
Spanish-language television 


network, was part of a White 
House campaign to make the 
case that spending on educa¬ 
tion is essential to the future 
of the United States as Obama 
and his Democrats try to nego¬ 
tiate a budget deal with Con¬ 
gressional Republicans. □ 


Giant organ brings French sound to NY 


NEW YORK - Here’s heavy 
metal music that won’t give 
you a headache: a French- 
built organ with more than 
6,000 steel pipes that has just 
started thundering from a New 
York church. The organ, built 
by master artisans in France, 
draws on centuries of French 
organ tradition, creating an 
authentic Baroque sound that 
other makers just can’t copy, 
according to organist Dennis 
Keene.“It reminds you of Ver¬ 
sailles at the king’s arrival. We 
don’t have this kind of sounds 
in the US,” Keene enthused. 
The instrument, comprising a 
staggering 6,183 pipes in 111 
ranks, will be officially inau- 



Pascal Quoirin 


gurated in May at the Church 
of the Ascension on Fifth Av¬ 
enue in New York. 

Keene scoured Europe for 
the organ, paid for by phi¬ 


lanthropists, and eventu¬ 
ally discovered a traditional 
builder named Pascal Quoi¬ 
rin in Saint-Didier, southern 
France. □ 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


HIGHEST PRICES ON ARUBA LOWEST COSTS 




ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK. 12 TEL 588 4141 (!) SAN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 
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At South Beach Centre for this weekend s Man Na Curazon fundraiser 

Salamander Group stages a fashion show, makes a donation 
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PALM BEACH - Over the 
weekend, a mega radio and 
telethon titled Man Na Cura¬ 
zon, raised funds for a local 
not-for-profit foundation, sim¬ 
ply called Fundacion pa nos 
Comunidad, FPNCAruba. 

The fund raising drive which 
literally translated into ‘hand 
on heart,’ encouraged locals 
to make their donations while 
enjoying live music, fashion 
shows, various food offerings 
and a car raffle, at the South 
Beach Centre, on Sunday. 

In the spirit of the event, the 
Salamander Group which op¬ 
erates The Juggling Fish at the 
mall immediately volunteered 


a fashion show with company 
associates donating their time 
and energy to make it a total 
success. 

The enthusiastic amateur 
models showed fashions and 
accessories from the Lazy 
Lizard at South Beach Cen¬ 
tre, and T.H. Palm & Com¬ 
pany outside of Playa Linda 
Beach Resort. Julie, Gabriela, 
Martina, Marlene, Joaquin, 
Ashanti, Nilo & Alma strutted 
their stuff on the red carpet, 
just like professional models, 
as fashion show emcees of 
Magic 96.5 FM, provided the 
commentary. 

At the end of the show, Man Na 


Curazon was handed a check 
by The Salamander Group 
representatives, only it was 
not just a one-time deal, as ev¬ 
ery day, a percentage of sales 
from two sister stores, The 
Coconut Trading Co, located 
at The Village Mall and in the 
lobby of The Marriott Ocean 
Club is donated to Fundacion 
pa Nos Comunidad since No¬ 
vember 2009, under The Sala¬ 
mander Group’s Tikkun Olam 
or Repair the World program. 
The Salamander Group was 
among the first island com¬ 
panies, explains Claudie We- 
gdam of the FPNCAruba, to 


shoulder its corporate respon¬ 
sibility and give to the benefit 
of the less fortunate. 

Pictured here the on-stage 
check-presentation at the end 
of a fantastic fashion show. 
Among fashions on parade 
hailing from the Salaman¬ 
der Group stores flowy wrap 
and sun dresses, rompers, the 
popular 7 way dress, linen 
trousers, ruffled tops, straw 
hats, sunglasses, fun earrings, 
among them some made of 
recycled aluminum, bracelets, 
rings and necklaces, some 
made of paper beads, under 
a United Nations Sponsored 
Program Teaching Women in 


the Underdeveloped World to 
earn a living under Fair Trade 
Agreements, beach bags, em¬ 
bossed leather clutches, co¬ 
conut shell bags, purses made 
from recycled newspapers, 
cuff and earrings hand craft¬ 
ed from leather, fresh water 
pearl necklaces and earrings, 
Santiki Island Wear batik sun 
dresses, organza headbands, 
oversize fashion watches, and 
for men plaid and linen shorts, 
long sleeved cotton and silk 
shirts, ties crafted from re¬ 
cycled newspapers , and the 
hit of the season, Biba Lekker 
shirts, available at T.H. Palm 
& Company. □ 
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At Annual CATA 


Aruba Marriott host main event “Market Place” 



PALM BEACH - From March 23 - 25 
Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) hosts 
the Conferencia Annual de Turismo di 
Aruba (CATA). Over 85 delegates of 
Latin America including 50 tour opera¬ 
tors and 6 airline companies were pres¬ 
ent at the 3 day conference. On the last 
day of the conference, the delegates 
gathered at the Marriott for the main 
event “Market Place” networking with 


the Aruba Hotels and Tourism Associa¬ 
tion (AHATA) members and Aruba’s 
Destination Management companies. 
The Marriott organized a luncheon in 
their Ballroom in the theme of the Soul 
Beach 2011, introducing the group 
with this five day event in May 2011. 
Marriott’s Director of Sales & Market¬ 
ing Antoinette van den Berg welcomed 
the participants and thanked them for 


their continuous support in Aruba and 
the Marriott. The CATA event had its 
farewell party on Friday evening at 
Divi. Aruba Marriott Resort & Stel- 
laris Casino boasts 411 guestrooms — 
the most spacious on the island — each 
with large, private balconies overlook¬ 
ing lush landscape and the sparkling 
waters of the Caribbean Sea. On prop¬ 
erty, seven restaurants and cafes pro¬ 


vide fare from light to elegant, while 
the largest casino in Aruba, a 6,500 
square-foot spa, free-form swimming 
pool with cascading waterfalls and 
high-energy health club offer entertain¬ 
ing diversions. MARRIOTT INTER¬ 
NATIONAL, INC. (NYSE:MAR) is a 
leading lodging company with more 
than 3,400 lodging properties in 68 
countries and territories. The company 


is headquartered in Bethesda, Mary¬ 
land, USA and had approximately 
137,000 employees at 2009 year-end. 
It is recognized by FORTUNE® as 
one of the best companies to work for, 
and by Newsweek as one of the green¬ 
est big companies in America. In fis¬ 
cal year 2009, Marriott International 
reported sales from continuing opera¬ 
tions of nearly $11 billion. 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


• TOMORROW • 

Enjoy Wild Cash Wednesday! 


Sports Bar & Grjii 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS all day long! 

Use your Alhambra Advantage card to play our slots 
from 10am to 4am and we’ll DOUBLE your points 
for DOUBLE cash back. 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 


ORANJESTAD- The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have 
to offer, and what the words 



"fresh seafood" really mean. 
What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament2009 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 


12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360 -1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 


Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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“Ailleurs” a collection 
for Summer 2011 




pany of stylized Monogram 
flowers. 

Completing the Ailleurs col¬ 
lection, summer sandals 
contrast the relaxed feel of 
chunky cork wedges with the 
elegance of slender straps in a 
palette of green or blue, while 


the Aventure print stars on the 
essentials of a summer ward¬ 
robe: a sexy two-piece swim¬ 
suit, a sequinembroidered T- 
shirt and a strapless dress in 
cotton and silk - perfect for 
sashaying. 



ORANJESTAD - Ailleurs... 
Somewhere else... Louis 
Vuitton presents a poetic 
evocation of summer - the 
season when, footloose and 
fancy-free, we dream of dis¬ 
tant destinations and exotic 
sensations. And all it takes to 
spirit us away is a splash of 
vibrant colour on the perfect 
accessory. Looking for inspi¬ 
ration? 

Find it in the form of three 
light-hearted prints on sum¬ 
mer’s must-have canvas totes. 
Though each image has the 
ingenuous charm of a water¬ 
colour, its apparent spontane¬ 
ity is actually the result of an 
elaborate silkscreen-printing 
process perfected by Louis 
Vuitton. Promenade conjures 
up the glamour of the Riv¬ 
iera, of leisurely strolls and 
intriguing encounters in the 
shade of tall palm trees. 
Escale captures the eternal al¬ 
lure of white sand, blue sea 
and lazy hours spent read¬ 


ing under a brightly coloured 
beach umbrella. Aventure il¬ 
lustrates the distinctly more 
exotic appeal of a tropical 
forest, where monkeys swing 
playfully amid luxuriant foli¬ 
age. 

Balancing the naive feel of 
the prints is the sophisticated 
detailing of the totes, with 
adjustable handles in grained 
calf leather, gold metal hard¬ 
ware and the iconic Louis 
Vuitton Inventeur plaque. 
Each comes in two sizes - the 
smaller ideal for the city, the 
larger perfect for the beach, 
possibly accompanied by the 
Promenade beach towel in 
luxuriously soft, thick cotton. 
The Promenade and Escale 
themes are also interpreted on 
airy silk squares, 
ready to waft in the sum¬ 
mer breeze, and on witty bag 
charms, where a stripy beach 
hut for Escale and a palm tree 
for Promenade dangle from 
gold metal chains in the com- 
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Dinner served 5:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. Monday Closed 


DIFFERENT THEME NIGHT, EVERY NIGHT! 


TUESDAY'S 

CARIBBEAN FEAST ♦ BEST VALUE FOR MONEY! 

Local Caribbean Night, serving sauteed Creole Garlic Shrimp 
and fresh Creole Red Snapper with sweet plantain, with other 
Aruban favorites such as Keshi Yena and Beef Stoba accompa¬ 
nied by a Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled 
Sushi, Cold Cuts & Cheeses, Aruban Fish Soup. 

Home Made Pastries & Cakes 


Wednesday's 

Enjoy the rich flavors of Italy at our mix & match interactive 
pasta station, paired with mouthwatering specialties such as: 
Breaded Grouper Fingers, tartar sauce, Roasted Leg of Lamb, 
Chicken with Italian olive & tomato relish accompanied by a 
Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Hand Rolled Sushi, Italian 
Cold Cuts & Cheeses and famous Minestrone Soup 
Home Made Pastries & Cakes 


Just $23.95 p.p / kids $6.95 + 15% Service Charge & Tax ISaJImak 

For reservations call 526 6612 or 526 6613 / v 1 ' 

" ARURA 


GREAT VALUE • AWARD WINNING CUISINE • GENUINE HOSPITALITY • TROPICAL AMBIANCE 


ARUBA 
RESORT, CASINO & SPA 




Get $10 in Casino 


Gaming fun under the stars at the Radisson 



PALM BEACH - Visitors and 
locals were awarded more 
than $12,000 in slot machine 
jackpots at the Casino at the 
Radisson this week. Rosie 
Czech a resident of Parma, 
Ohio, staying at La Cabana 
Beach & Racquet Club col¬ 
lected $1,600; 

Teresa Murphy, hailing from 
Mount Morris, Michigan 


staying at the RIU Palace 
cashed in $1,360; Linda Mes¬ 
sina from Glenwood, New 
York, staying at the Radisson 
Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 
collected $2,400 and Karan 
Boyd staying at the La Ca¬ 
bana Beach & Racquet Club 
could not believe her eyes 
when her pay chart indicated 
a $5,220 jackpot. 


The Casino at the Radisson 
is rewarding its slot players 
with a fun give away every 
weekend, building up to the 
raffle of a car, a Suzuki SX4, 
on April 24 th . Meanwhile Joan 
Marin won an iPod Classic in 
the weekly drawing, Toribio 
Marin was awarded Sunday 
Brunch for two at the Sunset 
Grille Restaurant and Lud- 
wina Dijkoff collected dinner 
for two at Laguna Restaurant. 
The entertaining Saturday 
Slot Tournament, shared 
$600 in cash prizes among 
lucky winners Roland Fran- 
ken, Cindy Fontana & Rich¬ 
ard Raaz. The elegant 14,000 
square foot facility is central¬ 
ly located within the hotel and 
operates with approximately 
250 slot machines, 15 table 
games, also featuring a cozy 
bar, showing sports all day.Q 


A site to see! 

New website offers an overview of restaurants 



ORANJESTAD - Visitors to 
the island might be befuddled 
when it comes to choosing 
where to dine. 

There are so many excellent 
choices, so many outstand¬ 
ing restaurants on the island, 
that it might be hard to make 
a well-considered choice. But 
help is on the way: there is 
a new website called www. 
onedeliciousisland.com; it is 
a comprehensive site which 
offers daily updates, restau¬ 
rant specials, menus, events, 
chef’s recipes and news about 
the restaurants of Mise en 
Place Holding, the umbrella 
company of restaurants such 
as the Bistro Taste of Bel¬ 
gium in the Paseo Herencia 


Mall, CILO City Lounge in 
the Renaissance Marketplace 
in Oranjestad and Papillon 
in The Village across from 
the Radisson Resort. Mise en 
Place Holding also covers the 
Taste of Belgium Catering op¬ 
tion, at your service! One can 
view videos and make reser¬ 
vations at the restaurants via 
the site, which is of course 


linked to all the social media 
such as Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube. A monthly e-news- 
letter, to which one can sub¬ 
scribe, will contain updates 
and fun facts. 

Onedeliciousisland.com is a 
terrific tool to do some com¬ 
parison shopping, but also to 
keep abreast of things culi¬ 
nary-wise. □ 
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Should the II.SJL 
intervene in Syria? 


Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 


New York - Bashar Al-Assad 
unleashes violence on protest¬ 
ers, and Joe Lieberman backs 
U.S. intervention. Hillary 
Clinton says no way. Who’s 
right? 

The Arab uprisings have 
spread to Syria, and Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Al-Assad has re¬ 
sponded with vague promises 
of greater freedoms, but also 
with brute force. His troops 
have killed at least 60 pro¬ 
testers in recent weeks. Sen. 
Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) said 
Sunday that he would sup¬ 
port a no-fly zone over Syria 
if Assad continues to esca¬ 
late his violence. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton rejected 
that idea. But should the U.S. 
consider intervening in Syria, 
too? 


Yes, toppling Assad is in 
America’s interest: The key 
difference between Syria’s 
“murderous government” and 
Libya’s, says Gordon Chang 
in Forbes, is that getting rid 
of Assad is in America’s inter¬ 
est. He’s a “key ally” of Iran 
and a “direct threat to Israel,” 
while Libya’s Moammar Gad- 
hafi is mostly a thorn in Eu¬ 
rope’s side. So we should do 
more than “deplore” his brutal 
crackdown, “we should do all 
we can to stop it, if not for the 
Syrian people than for our¬ 
selves.” 

No, one intervention is bad 
enough: We can’t possibly get 
involved in every “purely in¬ 
ternal” dispute in the world, 
says Doug Mataconis at Out¬ 
side the Beltway. □ 


The GOP stands to gain politically 

Motive behind anti-abortion crusade 


NEW YORK - With the econ¬ 
omy in tatters, it might seem 
odd that Republicans are mak¬ 
ing the rollback of abortion 
rights a priority, says Amanda 
Marcotte in Salon. It’s not 
After Republicans used the 
“miserable economy” as a 
springboard to victory in last 
year’s election, it was as¬ 
sumed they’d push for spend¬ 
ing and tax cuts, says Amanda 
Marcotte at Salon. 

So their intense efforts to roll 
back abortion rights House 
Speaker John Boehner called 
it a “top priority” have 
“thrown everyone.” The new¬ 
ly empowered GOP appears 
convinced that “the women 
of America have wildly mis¬ 
managed [their] uteruses in 
the [past] four decades,” and 
that it’s time to “bring this 
reign of female tyranny over 
uteruses to an end.” Okay, but 
“Why now, when there are so 
many other pressing issues 
at stake?” Simple: The GOP 
stands to gain politically. 
Here, an excerpt: 

For the right, rolling back 
reproductive rights is consid¬ 
ered a worthy goal in its own 
right, 

but since the issue could also 
provoke a budget showdown 
that could result in a govern¬ 
ment shutdown, it’s also a 
useful tool in their effort to 


First-term GOP Rep 

force Democrats to blink. As 
with their push to bust unions 
at the state level, Republicans 
stand to gain electorally by 
wreaking havoc on the pro- 
choice movement and under¬ 
mining its ability to get out 
the vote for Democrats. 

With gay rights waning as a 


. Allen West, R-Fla 

powerful wedge issue, keep¬ 
ing the religious right motivat¬ 
ed and ready to vote is harder 
than ever. Reproductive rights 
creates new incentives for 
church-organized activists to 
keep praying, marching, do¬ 
nating and, most important, 
voting for the GOP.Q 




Costliest government ‘program’ of all? Pndeclared wars 



U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates 


By Walter Rodgers 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - In their zeal 
to cut government spending, 
Republicans in Congress have 
been quoting the Constitution 
and hacking away at funds for 
National Public Radio, which 
saved $5 million. 

But if those same Republi¬ 
cans had seriously honored 
the Constitution 10 years ago, 
they might have saved $4-to- 
6 trillion. 

That’s the total estimated cost 
of America’s wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars that Con¬ 
gress putatively authorized 
but never formally declared. 
Article I, Section 8, is explic¬ 
it: “The Congress shall have 
Power to declare War.” But 
to its discredit, Congress has 


failed the American people 
for more than half a century 
on this score. 

And now it’s happening 
again, as the US began bomb¬ 
ing Libya without a congres¬ 
sional declaration or even a 


single hearing or debate. 

It’s all well and good for tea 
party sloganeers and their Re¬ 
publican allies to gripe about 
budget deficits. But it smacks 
of political cowardice when 
they neglect to tell the Ameri¬ 


can people that our habit of 
fighting undeclared wars may 
be our costliest government 
“program” of all. 

The cost of wrongheaded 
wars. There is no more elo¬ 
quent testimony that Iraq and 
Afghanistan were wronghead¬ 
ed wars than Defense Secre¬ 
tary Robert Gates’s speech 
in February to the cadets at 
West Point. “In my opinion,” 
he said, “any future Defense 
secretary who advises the 
president to again send a big 
American land army into Asia 
or into the Middle East or Af¬ 
rica should ‘have his head ex¬ 
amined,’ as General Mac Ar¬ 
thur so delicately put it.” 
Secretary Gates echoed the 
earlier lament of the late De¬ 
fense Secretary Robert McNa¬ 


mara, who left the Pentagon 
in 1968, midway through the 
Vietnam War, and who later 
admitted it was the mother of 
all foolhardiness.In Vietnam, 
and later Iraq, our presidents 
misled us while the stampede 
to go to war might have been 
averted with a serious con¬ 
gressional debate before any 
resolution for a declaration of 
war. 

President Johnson told Amer¬ 
icans that unless they drew 
a line in Indochina, all of 
Southeast Asia would fall like 
dominoes under the sway of a 
Vietnamese-Chinese axis. 
Senate debate on Vietnam 
might have exposed flawsA 
deliberate Senate debate 
might have exposed the flaws 
in that theory. □ 
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FREE Premiun Drinks! 

while playing slots or table games 


Every Wednesday, Friday & Saturc 


The Casino at the Radisson. Open daily from 12 noon to 4 am. For information call +297 586 4045 


Live music 


F Q UR q F A K)ND ^ ot | 1 car( j s j n | ianc |j t j|| r j ver _ rece j ve $ 50.00 cash 
When it’s time to shuffle and deal, STRAIGHT FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river—receive $ 100.00 cash 

we always have a seat for you! R0YAL FLUSH (both cards in hand) till the river-5% of Bad Beat 

Watch the Baa Beat Jackpot Grow... 


Libya mission take over nears 


NATO to take full command 



Rebels travel in convoy 
By David Brunnstrom 
Associated Press 


BRUSSELS - NATO should 
have complete command of 
military operations in Libya 
“in a couple of days,” but a 
spokeswoman said the alli¬ 
ance saw no military solution 
to the crisis and hoped for a 


political settlement. 

NATO agreed on Sunday to 
take over all operations in 
Libya, putting the 2 8-nation 
alliance in charge of air strikes 
that have targeted Muammar 
Gaddafi’s military infrastruc¬ 
ture, as well as a no-fly zone 
and an arms embargo. 


France and Britain called on 
Monday for Gaddafi’s sup¬ 
porters to drop him before 
it was “too late” and asked 
Libyans opposing him to join 
a political process to pave the 
way for his departure. 
“Transition is under way. 
Nations are assigning assets 
to NATO authority as we 
speak,” NATO chief spokes¬ 
woman Oana Lungescu told a 
news briefing on Monday. 
“That transition is not instan¬ 
taneous. It’s a phased transi¬ 
tion that’s expected to take 
place over a couple of days.” 
NATO officials said planning 
foresaw a 90-day operation, 
but they said the timetable 
would depend on the United 
Nations. 

“It’s planned for 90 days, but 
it doesn’t mean it’s limited to 
90 days,” one official said.Q 


Amid dispute over contractor 


Jimmy Carter visits Cuba Monday 


By PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA - Former President 
Jimmy Carter arrived in Cuba 
Monday to discuss economic 
policies and ways to improve 
Washington-Havana rela¬ 
tions, which are even more 
tense than usual over the im¬ 
prisonment of a U.S. contrac¬ 
tor on the island. 

Carter was scheduled to meet 
with Jewish leaders suggest¬ 
ing that his visit will deal at 
least partly with the case of 
Alan Gross, who was arrest¬ 
ed in December 2009 while 
working for Bethesda, Mary¬ 
land-based Development Al- 



Former President Jimmy 
Carter 


ternatives Inc. on a USAID- 
backed democracy-building 
project. 

Gross has said he was try¬ 
ing to improve internet ac¬ 
cess for Cuba’s small Jewish 
community. Jewish leaders 
here, however, have denied 
working with him, and he was 
convicted and sentenced to 
15 years in prison earlier this 
month. 

During his visit, Carter is 
expected to meet with Presi¬ 
dent Raul Castro, other gov¬ 
ernment officials and Ro¬ 
man Catholic Cardinal Jaime 
Ortega before leaving on 
Wednesday. □ 


Plutonium found, problems 
mount at Japan nuclear plant 



Handout from Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 


By Yoko Nishikawa 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - Plutonium found 
in soil around the crippled 
Fukushima nuclear complex 
added to mounting problems 
in Japan’s battle to contain the 
world’s worst atomic crisis 
since Chernobyl. 

Plant operator Tokyo Electric 
Power Co (TEPCO) said the 
radioactive material, which is 
used in nuclear bombs, was 
traced in soil at five locations 
at the plant, hit by an earth¬ 
quake and tsunami on March 
11. The under-pressure com¬ 
pany stressed the traces were 
not at dangerous levels. 
“Plutonium found this time is 
at a similar level seen in soil in 
a regular environment and it’s 
not at the level that’s harm¬ 
ful to human health,” TEPCO 
vice-president Sakae Muto 
told reporters at a briefing. 
Muto said the level was simi¬ 
lar to that found in the past in 
other parts of Japan as a re¬ 
sult of nuclear testing abroad. 
He said it was unclear where 
the plutonium was from, al¬ 
though it appeared two of the 
five finds were related to dam¬ 


age from the plant rather than 
from the atmosphere. 

The International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency, 

the United Nations nuclear 
watchdog, said the find was to 
be expected. 

“It is reactor-grade plutonium 
which is formed into the re¬ 
actor as far as we can see,” 
IAEA official Denis Flory 
said. “It means that there is 
degradation of the fuel, which 
is not news. We have been 
saying that consistently for so 
many days.” The plutonium 
discovery, from samples tak¬ 
en a week ago, was reported 
after TEPCO said on Monday 
highly radioactive water had 
been leaking from one reactor. 
In a growing list of problems, 
the environmental group 
Greenpeace said it had de¬ 
tected high levels of radiation 
outside an exclusion zone. 
Fires, explosions and radia¬ 
tion leaks have forced engi¬ 
neers to suspend efforts to 
stabilize the plant, including 
at the weekend when radia¬ 
tion levels spiked to 100,000 
times above normal in water 
inside reactor No. 2. □ 
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In Libya 


In Australia 


Rebels push west before crisis talks 


Rebel vehicle drives over picture 


By Angus MacSwan 
Associated Press 
NAWFALIYAH, Libya - Reb¬ 
els advanced toward the birth¬ 
place of Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Gaddafi on Monday, 
firing mortars and heavy ma- 
chineguns in sporadic clashes 
with loyalist forces. 
Emboldened by Western- 
led air strikes against Gad¬ 
dafi’s forces, the rebels took 
the town of Nawfaliyah and 
moved toward Sirte, the lead¬ 
er’s birthplace and an impor¬ 
tant military base, in the sixth 
week of an uprising against 


his 41-year rule. 

Diplomatic activity acceler¬ 
ated on the eve of a 3 5-nation 
meeting in London to discuss 
the crisis in the oil-producing 
North African country. 

Italy proposed a political deal 
including a quick ceasefire, 
exile for Gaddafi and dialogue 
between rebels and tribal lead¬ 
ers. 

Russia criticized the Western 
intervention that has turned 
the tide in the conflict, saying 
it amounted to taking sides in 
a civil war and breached the 
terms of a United Nations Se¬ 


curity Council resolution. 

The French and British lead¬ 
ers called for supporters of 
Gaddafi to abandon him and 
asked Libyans opposing him 
to join a political process to 
pave the way for his depar¬ 
ture. 

“Gaddafi must go imme¬ 
diately,” President Nicolas 
Sarkozy and Prime Minister 
David Cameron said in a joint 
statement. “We call on all his 
supporters to drop him before 
it is too late.” 

In the nine days since the start 
of the Western-led bombing, 
the motley volunteer force 
of rebels has pressed half¬ 
way along the coast from its 
stronghold of Benghazi to¬ 
ward the capital Tripoli, re¬ 
gaining control of all major 
oil terminals in the east of the 
OPEC member state. 

A U.S. Treasury Department 
official said the rebels cold 
sell Libyan crude oil without 
being subject to U.S. sanc¬ 
tions if they conducted trans¬ 
actions outside the National 
Oil Corp and other sanctioned 
entities in Gaddafi’s adminis¬ 
tration. 

Monday the rebels met spo¬ 
radic resistance as they con¬ 
tinued their advance in con¬ 
voys of pick-up trucks with 
machineguns mounted on 
them.Q 


Aborigines targeted in 
anti-smoking campaign 


Aboriginal man smokes cigarette 

SYDNEY - Australia on Monday launched its first national 
health TV advertising campaign aimed at Aboriginal people, 
hoping to halve the 50 percent of indigenous people who smoke 
by 2018. 

The government has already banned all shops from displaying 
cigarette packets and said the Aus$4 million campaign would 
target the fact that 20 percent of Aborigines die from smoking 
related diseases. 

“The statistics are alarming, but the message is simple: break 
the chain and give up a habit that will kill you,” Health Minister 
Nicola Roxon said in launching the advertisements. 

Smoking is the number one cause of chronic diseases such as 
cancer and heart problems among Aborigines, who have a much 
shorter life span than other Australians. 

“Smoking kills. It’s that simple,” Indigenous Affairs Minister 
Warren Snowdon said. 

“Our government is committed to halving Aboriginal and Tor¬ 
res Strait Islander smoking rates by 2018.” 

The television commercials, which feature a young woman re¬ 
flecting on her experience of having lost family to smoking- 
related disease, are the first indigenous-specific ads as part of a 
national health campaign.Q 
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Seafood Cocktail 
Escargots Florentine 
Beef Carpaccio 
Soup of the day 
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Boneless Chicken Coq ou Vine 
Broiled Pork Chops 
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Grouper Tempura 
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Crepe Suzette 
Assorted Ice Creams 
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Off East Africa 


Ex-Ukraine leader 
hires star US lawyer 



Former Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma 


Pirates hijack oil tanker 



Pirate stands on rocky outcrop 


By Anya Tsukanova 
Associated Press 
KIEV- Ukraine’s ex-presi¬ 
dent Leonid Kuchma hired a 
star US lawyer who worked 
on the O.J. Simpson trial to 
act as an advisor in his de¬ 
fense against charges over the 
murder of a reporter, his team 
said Monday. 

Alan Dershowitz has “joined 
as a special advisor for the 
team” representing Kuchma 
after the ex-president was 
last week charged of involve¬ 
ment in the murder of critical 
Ukrainian journalist Georgy 
Gongadze in 2000. 

The hiring was the latest 
dramatic twist in a process 
that has caused a sensation 
in Ukraine, where opponents 
of Kuchma for over a decade 
campaigned to no avail for 
the 1994-2005 president to be 
brought to trial for the murder. 
The headless body of 
Gongadze, who founded the 
opposition Ukrainska Pravda 
website and was a virulent 
critic of Kuchma, was found 
in a forest outside Kiev after 
he disappeared in September 
2000 . 

“I look forward to contribut¬ 
ing my experience as a de¬ 
fense lawyer and specialist 
on forensic evidence to this 
case,” Dershowitz, profes¬ 
sor of law at Harvard Law 
School, said in a statement 
from Kuchma’s team. 
Attending his latest question¬ 
ing at the prosecutors’ office 
in Kiev, Kuchma confirmed 
that Dershowitz was part of 
his team but added he had not 
yet met the US lawyer and 
was also working with Ukrai¬ 


nian lawyer Igor Fomin. 

“I am ready to go through this 
for the sake of one fundamen¬ 
tal goal — the truth. Because 
I do not need the truth but 
Ukraine does,” he told report¬ 
ers. 

Kuchma said he was ready to 
“swear on the constitution and 
the bible as many times as you 
want that I did not give the or¬ 
der for that crime and could 
not.” 

Crucial in the case against 
Kuchma are recordings made 
by a bodyguard where voices 
alleged to be of the former 
president and two other top 
officials evoke eliminating 
Gongadze. □ 


By SHINO YUASA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - Workers discov¬ 
ered new pools of radioactive 
water leaking from Japan’s 
crippled nuclear complex, of¬ 
ficials said Monday, as emer¬ 
gency crews struggled to 
pump out hundreds of tons of 
contaminated water and bring 
the plant back under control. 
Officials believe the contami¬ 
nated water has sent radio¬ 
activity levels soaring at the 
coastal complex and caused 
more radiation to seep into 
soil and seawater. Crews also 
found traces of plutonium in 
the soil outside of the com¬ 
plex on Monday, but officials 
insisted there was no threat to 
public health. Plutonium a key 
ingredient in nuclear weap¬ 
ons is present in the fuel at 
the complex, which has been 
leaking radiation for over two 


NAIROBI, Kenya - Pirates 
in two skiffs fired rocket-pro¬ 
pelled grenades and guns at an 
oil tanker off East Africa be¬ 
fore boarding the vessel and 
hijacking it, naval officials 
said Monday. 

The United Arab Emirates- 
flagged Zirku was travel¬ 
ing from Sudan to Singapore 
when it was hijacked by pi¬ 
rates in the Gulf of Aden on 
Monday, the EU Naval Force 
said. The ship has a crew of 
29. There was no information 
on their status. 

Previous oil tankers hijacked 
by pirates were carrying oil 
valued in the range of $150 
million. There was no imme¬ 
diate information released on 
how many barrels of oil the 
tanker was carrying. 

India’s navy and coast guard, 
meanwhile, captured 16 So¬ 
mali pirates after a three-hour- 
long battle in the Arabian Sea, 
a navy spokesman said Mon¬ 
day. 

Also, 16 crew members who 
had been taken hostage by the 
pirates were rescued from the 
hijacked Iranian trawler off 
India’s western Lakshadweep 
islands on Sunday, Captain 
Manohar Nambiar said. 

The pirates were using the 


weeks, so experts had ex¬ 
pected some to be found once 
crews began searching for 
evidence of it this week. 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. of¬ 
ficial Jun Tsuruoka said only 
two of the plutonium samples 
taken Monday were from the 
leaking reactors. The other 
three were from earlier nu¬ 
clear tests. Years of weapons 


trawler as a roving pirate base 
to launch attacks on passing 
vessels in the Indian Ocean, 
he said. 

The pirates were trying to 
seize a merchant ship, MV 
Maersk Kensington, when a 
coast guard vessel and an In¬ 
dian naval ship picked up its 
distress signals and went to its 
aid. 

The pirates opened fire at the 
coast guard ship as it drew 
near, triggering a battle dur¬ 
ing which the pirate trawler 
caught fire. The pirates and 
the hostages, picked up from 
the sea by the navy ship, were 
headed for Mumbai. 

Of the 16 hostages, 12 are Ira¬ 
nians and four are Pakistanis, 


testing in the atmosphere left 
trace amounts of plutonium 
in many places around the 
world. 

The Fukushima Dai-ichi 
power plant, 140 miles north¬ 
east of Tokyo, was crippled 
March 11 when a tsunami 
spawned by a powerful earth¬ 
quake slammed into Japan’s 
northeastern coast. The huge 


the navy spokesman said. 
“The pirates will be handed 
over to the Mumbai police 
for prosecution. The crew 
members will be questioned 
to establish their credentials 
and then handed over to their 
embassy officials,” Nambiar 
said. 

The Indian navy has seized 
around 120 pirates, mostly 
from Somalia, over the past 
few months. Two weeks ago, 
the navy captured 61 pirates 
when they attacked a naval 
ship. 

Indian warships have been 
escorting merchant ships as 
part of international anti-pira¬ 
cy surveillance in the Indian 
Ocean area since 2008. □ 


wave engulfed much of the 
complex, and destroyed the 
crucial power systems needed 
to cool the complex’s nuclear 
fuel rods. 

Since then, three of the com¬ 
plex’s six units are believed to 
have partially melted down, 
and emergency crews have 
struggled with everything 
from malfunctioning pumps 
to dangerous spikes in radia¬ 
tion that have forced tempo¬ 
rary evacuations. 

Confusion at the plant has in¬ 
tensified fears that the nuclear 
crisis will last weeks, months 
or years amid alarms over ra¬ 
diation making its way into 
produce, raw milk and even 
tap water as far away as To¬ 
kyo. 

The troubles at the Fukushima 
complex have eclipsed Penn¬ 
sylvania’s 1979 crisis at Three 
Mile Island. □ 


More radioactive water spills at Japan nuke plant 



Nuclear plant workers 
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American thought police 




By PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Recently William Cronon, a 
historian who teaches at the 
University of Wisconsin, de¬ 
cided to weigh in on his state’s 
political turmoil. He started a 
blog, “Scholar as Citizen,” 
devoting his first post to the 
role of the shadowy American 
Legislative Exchange Council 
in pushing hard-line conser¬ 
vative legislation at the state 
level. Then he published an 
opinion piece in The Times, 
suggesting that Wisconsin’s 
Republican governor has 
turned his back on the state’s 
long tradition of “neighborli¬ 
ness, decency and mutual re¬ 
spect.” 

So what was the GOP’s re¬ 
sponse? A demand for copies 
of all e-mails sent to or from 
Cronon’s university mail ac¬ 
count containing any of a 
wide range of terms, includ¬ 
ing the word “Republican” 
and the names of a number of 
Republican politicians. 

If this action strikes you as no 
big deal, you’re missing the 
point. The hard right - which 
these days is more or less syn¬ 
onymous with the Republican 
Party - has a modus operandi 
when it comes to scholars 
expressing views it dislikes: 
Never mind the substance, 
go for the smear. And that 
demand for copies of e-mails 
is obviously motivated by no 
more than a hope that it will 
provide something, anything, 
that can be used to subject 
Cronon to the usual treatment. 
The Cronon affair, then, is 
one more indicator of just 
how reflexively vindictive, 
how un-American, one of our 
two great political parties has 
become. 

The demand for Cronon’s cor¬ 
respondence has obvious par¬ 
allels with the ongoing smear 
campaign against climate sci¬ 
ence and climate scientists, 
which has lately relied heav¬ 
ily on supposedly damaging 
quotations found in e-mail 


records. 

Back in 2009 climate skep¬ 
tics got hold of more than a 
thousand e-mails between 
researchers at the Climate Re¬ 
search Unit at Britain’s Uni¬ 
versity of East Anglia. Noth¬ 
ing in the correspondence 
suggested any kind of sci¬ 
entific impropriety; at most, 
we learned I know this will 
shock you - that scientists are 
human beings, who occasion¬ 
ally say snide things about 
people they dislike. 

But that didn’t stop the usual 
suspects from proclaiming 
that they had uncovered “Cli- 
mategate,” a scientific scan¬ 
dal that somehow invalidates 
the vast array of evidence for 
man-made climate change. 
And this fake scandal gives 
an indication of what the 
Wisconsin GOP presumably 
hopes to do to Cronon. 

After all, if you go through 
a large number of messages 
looking for lines that can be 
made to sound bad, you’re 
bound to find a few. In fact, 
it’s surprising how few such 
lines the critics managed to 
find in the “Climategate” 
trove: Much of the smear has 
focused on just one e-mail, 
in which a researcher talks 
about using a “trick” to “hide 
the decline” in a particular se¬ 
ries. In context, it’s clear that 
he’s talking about making an 
effective graphical presenta¬ 
tion, not about suppressing 
evidence. But the right wants 
a scandal, and won’t take no 
for an answer. 

Is there any doubt that Wis¬ 
consin Republicans are hop¬ 
ing for a similar “success” 
against Cronon? 

Now, in this case they’ll prob¬ 
ably come up dry. Cronon 
writes on his blog that he 
has been careful never to use 
his university e-mail for per¬ 
sonal business, exhibiting a 
scrupulousness that’s neither 
common nor expected in the 
academic world. (Full disclo¬ 
sure: I have, at times, used my 
university e-mail to remind 
my wife to feed the cats, con¬ 
firm dinner plans with friends, 
etc.) 

Beyond that, Cronon - the 
president-elect of the Ameri¬ 
can Historical Association - 
has a secure reputation as a 
towering figure in his field. □ 


A war by any other name 



By ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2011 New York Times 

Tonight, in a speech that prob¬ 
ably should have been deliv¬ 
ered before U.S. planes began 
flying missions over North 
Africa, Barack Obama will 
try to explain to a puzzled na¬ 
tion why we are at war with 
Libya. 

Not that the word “war” will 
pass his lips, most likely. In 
press briefings last week, our 
Libyan campaign was euphe- 
mized into a “kinetic military 
action” and a “time-limited, 
scope-limited military ac¬ 
tion.” 

(The online parodies were 
merciless: “Make love, not 
time-limited, scope-limited 
military actions!” “Let slip the 
muzzled canine unit of kinetic 
military action!”) Advertising 
tonight’s address, the White 
House opted for “the situation 
in Libya,” which sounds less 
like a military intervention 
than a spin-off vehicle for 
the famous musclehead from 
MTV’s “Jersey Shore.” 

But by any name or euphe¬ 


mism, the United States has 
gone to war, and there are 
questions that the president 
must answer. Here are the four 
biggest ones: 

What are our military objec¬ 
tives? The strict letter of the 
U.N. resolution we’re enforc¬ 
ing only authorizes the use of 
air power to protect civilian 
populations “under threat of 
attack” from Moammar Gad- 
hafi’s forces. But we’re inter¬ 
preting that mandate as liber¬ 
ally as possible: Our strikes 
have cleared the way for a 
rebel counteroffensive, whose 
success is contingent on our 
continued air support. 

If the rebels stall out short of 
Tripoli, though, how will we 
respond? With a permanent 
no-fly zone, effectively estab¬ 
lishing a NATO protectorate 
in eastern Libya? With arms 
for the anti-Gadhafi forces, so 
they can finish the job? Either 
way, the logic of this conflict 
suggests a more open-ended 
commitment than the White 
House has been willing to ad¬ 
mit. 

Who exactly are the rebels? 
According to our ambassador 
to Libya, they have issued 
policy statements that include 
“all the right elements” - sup¬ 
port for democracy, economic 
development, women’s rights, 
etc. According to The Los An¬ 
geles Times, they have filled 
what used to be Gadhafi’s 


prisons with “enemies of the 
revolution” - mostly black 
Africans, rounded up under 
suspicion of being mercenar¬ 
ies and awaiting revolutionary 
justice. According to The Dai¬ 
ly Telegraph in London, their 
front-line forces include what 
one rebel commander calls 
the “patriots and good Mus¬ 
lims” who fought U.S. forces 
in Iraq. 

Perhaps Obama can clarify 
this picture. The rebels don’t 
need to be saints to represent 
an improvement on Gadhafi. 
But given that we’re drop¬ 
ping bombs on their behalf, 
it would be nice if they didn’t 
turn out to be Jacobins or Is¬ 
lamists. 

Can we really hand off this 
mission? Officially, this is a 
far more multilateral venture 
than was, say, the invasion of 
Iraq. 

But as Foreign Policy’s Josh 
Rogin points out, when it 
comes to direct military sup¬ 
port, “Obama’s ‘coalition of 
the willing’ is smaller than 
any major multilateral opera¬ 
tion since the end of the Cold 
War.” Officially, too, the Unit¬ 
ed States is already stepping 
back into a supporting role. 
But as Wired’s Spencer Acker¬ 
man argues, the difference be¬ 
tween a “high” U.S. involve¬ 
ment and a “low” military 
commitment may prove more 
semantic than meaningful. □ 
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Oh Caroline! No.1 Wozniacki upset in fourth round 

Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark scratches her head after missing a point against Andrea Petkovic of Germany at the Sony Ericsson 
Open tennis tournament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Monday, March 28, 2011. Petkovic defeated Wozniacki 7-5, 3-6, 6-3. 
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NFL players: 
lockout causing 
irreparable harm’ 


By JON KRAWCZYNSKI 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS - NFL 
players are defending 
their decision to disband 
the union, saying employ¬ 
ers cannot force workers 
to unionize, and dissolu¬ 
tion is “not akin to turning 
off a light switch.” 

The players made the state¬ 
ments Monday in a court * 
document filed in response -' 
to the NFL’s assertion de¬ 
certification was “a sham.” 
Lawyers for Tom Brady, 
Peyton Manning, Drew 
Brees and six other NFL 
players are asking a federal 
judge to halt a lockout im¬ 
posed by owners, saying an 
injunction is needed to “stop 
the irreparable harm being 
inflicted today.” A hearing 
on the issue is scheduled for 
April 6 in St. Paul, Minn. 
Owners locked out the play¬ 
ers on March 11 shortly af¬ 
ter players filed an antitrust 
suit and injunction request. 
The players say that prior 
court decisions have made 
it clear the right of workers 
not to unionize is absolute. 
The players disclaimed their 
union, gave up the right to 
strike, to collectively bargain 
and to have union representa¬ 
tion. “The players sacrificed 
these labor law rights for 
one reason: to gain the abil¬ 
ity to assert antitrust claims 
against anticompetitive re¬ 
strictions imposed by defen¬ 
dants,” lawyers for the play¬ 
ers argued on Monday. □ 


SECOND 




NFL star Chad Ochocmco, left, chases 
the ball as he plays in a reserve soc¬ 
cer match as part of his tryout with the 
Sporting Kansas City MLS soccer team, 
Monday, March 28, 2011, in Kansas 
City, Mo. With the NFL in a lockout, 
Ochocinco, a wide receiver for the Cin¬ 
cinnati Bengals, has said that it is a good 
time to check into another sport. 
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DISPORTS 


Diggins helps Irish 
stun lady Vols, 73-59 



By RUSTY MILLER 
AP Sports Writer 

DAYTON, Ohio - The wait was certainly worth it for Notre 
Dame. 

Skylar Diggins scored 24 points and second-seeded Fighting 
Irish made up for 28 years of beatings at the hands of Tennes¬ 
see, upsetting the top-seeded Lady Vols 73-59 Monday night to 
earn a spot in the Final Four. The Fighting Irish (30-7) came in 
0-20 all-time against the Lady Vols. But the operative number 
on this night was 3-0 — Notre Dame’s record in regional cham¬ 
pionship games. The Irish are headed to the Final Four for the 
first time since 2001, when they won the national championship. 
Natalie Novosel added 17 points and Becca Bruszewski — who 
didn’t practice Sunday and was listed as questionable to even 
play with a knee injury — had 13 for the Fighting Irish. Brittany 
Mallory chipped in with 10. Notre Dame advanced to the play 
the winner of Tuesday’s game between top-ranked Connecticut 
(35-1) and second-seeded Duke (32-3). Taber Spani and Shek- 
inna Stricklen had 13 points for the Lady Vols (34-3). Glory 
Johnson added 12. “Em so excited, I’m out of breath,” said Dig¬ 
gins, selected as the regional’s most outstanding player. 

It was a watershed win after years of losing — sometimes close, 
usually not so close — to mighty Tennessee. The day before the 
game, Notre Dame coach Muffet McGraw and her players were 
clearly upset to be reminded about their long drought against 
the Lady Vols. It was also another disappointing end for the 
Lady Vols, who are accustomed to muscling their way into the 
national title picture under coach Pat Summitt. 

Freshman Meighan Simmons, their leading scorer at 13.8 points 
a game, was saddled with foul trouble and was scoreless until 
the waning minutes, finishing with two points. Senior Angie 
Bjorklund, the program’s all-time 3-point shooter and this sea¬ 
son’s fourth-leading scorer at 11 points a game, didn’t score in 
the semifinal win over Ohio State and had only had one point 
against Notre Dame.Q 



Boston Bruins’ Tim Thomas (30) blocks a shot by Philadelphia Flyers’Andreas Nodi (15), of Austria, 
in the second period of an NHL hockey game, Sunday, March 27, 2011, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


NHL Roundup 

Bruins beat Flyers, 
clinch playoff spot 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
The Boston Bruins clinched 
an NHL playoff spot with a 
2-1 win over the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Sunday. 

Brad Marchand scored a pow¬ 
er-play goal with 3:43 left in 
regulation, and Nathan Horton 
also scored to help the North¬ 
east Division leaders. 

Tim Thomas made 27 saves 
for the Bruins, allowing only 
Kris Versteeg’s early goal. 
Eastern Conference-leading 
Philadelphia was unbeaten in 
regulation in its previous nine 
games. 

They are two points ahead of 
Washington and Pittsburgh for 
the top spot. 

Canucks 4, Blue Jackets 1 

In Columbus, Vancouver 
reached 50 wins in a season 
for the first time in their 40- 
year NHL history, beating Co¬ 
lumbus. 

Chris Higgins had a two goals 
and an assist as the NHL-lead- 


ing Canucks extended their 
road winning streak to eight, 
matching the franchise record 
set in early 2004. 

Christian Ehrhoff and Henrik 
Sedin also scored for Van¬ 
couver, which has won 10 of 
11 overall and seven in a row 
against Columbus. 

R.J. Umberger scored a con¬ 
solation for the Blue Jackets 
with just under 10 minutes re¬ 
maining. 

Penguins 2, Panthers 1, SO 

In Pittsburgh, the hosts won 
their fourth consecutive shoot¬ 
out, edging Florida. 

Alex Kovalev and James Neal 
scored in the shootout, Ben 
Lovejoy scored in regulation 
and Marc-Andre Fleury had 
37 saves for the Penguins, 
who moved two points behind 
Philadelphia in the race for the 
Atlantic Division and Eastern 
Conference leads. 

Pittsburgh, tied with Washing¬ 
ton for second in the confer¬ 


ence with 98 points, has won 
six of seven. 

Fleury set a team record for 
time elapsed between goals 
allowed (150 minutes, 14 sec¬ 
onds) and made two stops in 
the shootout. 

Ryan Carter scored for the 
Panthers, who have lost five 
straight. 

Thrashers 5, Senators 4, SO 

In Atlanta, the home team got 
past Ottawa in a shootout, 
moving nine points behind 
Buffalo, which holds the last 
place in the Eastern Conferenc 
playoff race. 

Andrew Ladd scored the de¬ 
ciding shootout goal, Blake 
Wheeler and Ben Maxwell 
each had a goal and an assist 
and Bryan Little and Mark 
Stuart also scored for the 
Thrashers. 

Marek Svatos had two goals 
and Chris Neil and Erik 
Condra also scored for the 
Senators. □ 
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Boxing, soccer among ways NFL players keeping busy 



NFL star Chad Ochocinco, center, moves the ball past a pair of 
unidentified defenders as he plays in a reserve soccer match as 
part of his tryout with the Sporting Kansas City MLS soccer 
team, Monday, March 28, 2011, in Kansas City, Mo. With the 
NFL in a lockout, Ochocinco, a wide receiver for the Cincinnati 
Bengals, has said that it is a good time to check into another sport. 

Associated Press 


By JAIME ARON 
AP Football Writer 
Jimmy Clausen and Tom 
Zbikowski both saw the NFL 
work stoppage coming and 
were ready to fill the void in 
their schedule. 

Clausen, the Panthers 
quarterback, went back to 
college, seeking the 15 credits 
he needs to graduate. 
Zbikowski, a safety for the 
Ravens, went back to boxing 

— yes, boxing. 

Zbikowski is the first to 
laugh at his switch from one 
violent sport to another, but 
he’s serious about this. He’s 
fought twice in the last three 
weeks, in Las Vegas and 
Atlantic City, N.,J., and won 
both. He’s already hooked up 
with the big-time promoters at 
Top Rank and just last week 
Hall of Fame trainer Emanuel 
Steward took him on as a 
client. 

He couldn’t have done any of 
it in a regular NFL offseason. 
“I finished the last year of my 
contract and there’s a lockout 

— what perfect timing for 
me,” said Zbikowski, a former 
Golden Gloves fighter whose 
first pro bout was in 2006, 
while he was in college. 

“Not needing permission from 
the people that are paying to 
play makes it possible. There 
is no way I could’ve passed 
up on the opportunity. It just 
opened the door for my other 
career.” 

Free time isn’t piling up quite 
yet for NFL players because 
March is always part of their 
offseason. 

But since there’s no telling 
when they will be back at 
work, and since only so many 
hours can be spent at the gym, 
guys are finding all sorts of 
ways to keep busy. 

Some are delving into existing 
businesses, projects and 
charities, such as Bills safety 
Jairus Byrd expanding a 
program to recognize random 
acts of kindness. 

Others are cultivating new 
interests and activities, 
such as Steelers receiver 
Hines Ward taking a turn on 
“Dancing With The Stars.” 
“Everyone has hobbies 
and things they like to do,” 
said Bengals receiver Chad 
Ochocinco, who rekindled a 


childhood love for soccer by 
getting a tryout with Sporting 
Kansas City of the MLS. He 
did so well, they let him stick 
around for a reserve game on 
Monday. 

Agents and marketing folks 
are encouraging players to stay 
active — “to remain relevant,” 
as described by publicist Tom 
Savage, who works with 
Maximum Sports, the agency 
headed by Eugene Parker. 
Byrd is among their clients, 
and he’s taken their advice by 
building on the “Louder Than 
Words” campaign he began 
last season. 

The program is all about 
recognizing people for good 
deeds. Volunteers in Buffalo 
are armed with “Byrd Seed” 
such as free movie tickets 
and are supposed to reward 
strangers seen going out of 
their way to help others. 

All the movie tickets have 
been given out, so Byrd is 
trying to drum up another 
sponsor; he’s hoping for an ice 
cream parlor. 

“Any time you’re not doing 
anything, you want to be 
productive,” said Byrd, who 
has been posting more often on 
his organization’s Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 

“We still don’t know what’s 
going to happen with the 
lockout. It’s kind of like a 
soap opera. You’re always 
concerned, wanting to keep up 
to date with what’s going on. 
But you have to just go about 


your normal business.” 

The lockout began a little more 
than two weeks ago. Between 
ongoing court cases and 
the chance for negotiations 
to resume, there could be a 
new collective bargaining 
agreement before players miss 
any paychecks. 

However, with each passing 
day, it becomes more likely 
that they will miss spring 
and summer gatherings, like 
voluntary and mandatory 
workouts, organized team 

activities (OTAs) and 

minicamps. Even the start of 
training camp is in question. 
Some guys can’t wait. 
Cowboys receiver Troy 

Bergeron and Browns receiver 
Rod Windsor recently signed 
with Arena Football League 
teams. Neither was a lock to 
make the NFL, and both are 
former winners of the AFL 
rookie of the year award, so 
their decisions make sense. 

So does Zbikowski’s return to 
the ring. 

“Boxing is what I’ve been 
doing in my football offseason 
all my life, since middle 
school,” he said. “Some guys 
like playing pickup games of 
basketball; this is what I do.” 
After winning his debut 
bout in ‘06, Zbikowski put 
pro boxing on hold because 
football paid better. 

He was a third-round pick out 
of Notre Dame in 2008, and 
has been a solid player for the 
Ravens the last three seasons. 


“It was starting to feel like an 
eternity to when I was going 
to be able to fight again,” he 
said. “The NFL is year-round. 
I was young in my career and 
needed too much development 
to think I could go to boxing 
for a few months and come 
back to football.” 

But now there’s no football — 
and, technically, no team since 
he’s a restricted free agent. It 
was the opening he needed to 
get back in the ring. 

He won with a first-round 


TKO in Las Vegas earlier this 
month. This past Saturday, 
he was on an undercard in 
Atlantic City, N.J., and won 
a decision over a guy who 
outweighed him by 20 pounds. 
He’s tentatively scheduled 
to fight again in April, near 
Dallas. 

“Most up-and-coming fighters 
have 10 fights a year, almost 
one a month,” Zbikowski 
said. “I’m just trying to 
squeeze that into a five-month 
offseason.’Q 
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Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
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No. 1 Wozniacki loses to Petkovlc at Key Biscayne 



Andrea Petkovic of Germany returns the ball to Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark at the Sony Ericsson 
Open tennis tournament in Key Biscayne, Fla., Monday, March 28, 2011. Associated Press 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(AP) — With her dubious No. 
1 ranking secure for at least 
three more weeks, Caroline 
Wozniacki’s taking a break. 
Her enforced vacation began 
Monday when she lost in the 
fourth round at the Sony Eric¬ 
sson Open to Andrea Petkov¬ 
ic of Germany, 7-5, 3-6, 6-3. 
“I’m just going to take a few 
days of rest now,” Wozniacki 
said. “I need that, you know 
— maybe on the beach, get 
some of the tan lines off.” 
Wozniacki’s play paled next 
to Petkovic’s at pivotal mo¬ 
ments. Leading 5-4 in the 
opening set, Wozniacki failed 
to convert three set points. As 
the final set slipped away, she 
angrily kicked at a ball — and 
failed to make solid contact. 
That was one of her many un¬ 
forced errors. 

The ranking system draws 
criticism because Wozniacki 
has been on top for nearly 
six months, despite never 
winning a Grand Slam tour¬ 
nament. She’ll remain No. 1 
through at least April 18, but 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK - A group of 
coaches, doctors, equipment 
manufacturers and parents 
will study concussions and 
brain trauma injuries, hoping 
to consolidate information 
that will make all sports safer. 
The National Sports Concus¬ 
sion Cooperative was formed 
Monday by the American 
Football Coaches Associa¬ 
tion; the University of North 
Carolina’s traumatic brain in¬ 
jury research center; the Mat¬ 
thew Gfeller Foundation; and 
Rawlings Sporting Goods. 

The group will gather leaders 
from key industries and focus 
groups dealing with such inju¬ 
ries. Its first meeting is sched¬ 
uled for early May. Grant Te- 
aff, executive director of the 
AFC A and a former Baylor 
football coach, called the op¬ 
portunity to engage in such 


with Serena and Venus Wil¬ 
liams skipping Key Biscayne 
for health reasons, Wozniacki 
missed a chance to strengthen 
her claim to the top spot. 

“I’m not thinking about that,” 
she said. “Of course I would 


dialogue “rare and welcome.” 
“These are four separate 
stakeholders who all have dif¬ 
ferent investments to make in 
our game and all sports,” he 
said. 

“I am particularly excited 
by the science; there has not 
been sufficient scientific 
information about concus¬ 
sions.” The Gfeller founda¬ 
tion was formed by the par¬ 
ents of Matthew Gfeller, a 
high school sophomore who 
died of football-related brain 
injuries in 2008. North Caro¬ 
lina’s sports-related research 
center is named in his mem¬ 
ory. Bob Gfeller, Matthew’s 
father, sees the coalition as 
having “a bigger impact to 
improve safety on the field 
by bringing all key parties 
together.” That doesn’t apply 
just to football, according to 
Dr. Jason Mihalik of the UNC 
research center. “A kid plays 


have loved to have won today, 
but it didn’t happen. I’m not 
going to dig a hole for myself, 
or dig a grave. I will just take 
a few days of rest, and I’m 
prepared for the clay season.” 
Petkovic, ranked a career-best 


ice hockey and sees Sidney 
Crosby is out for months with 
a concussion,” Mihalik said. 
“They start to wonder about 
this. They say it is something 
to take seriously. “Kids who 
play football and hockey and 
see what the NFL and NHL 
are going through in regard 
to concussions, and parents 
who are asking the questions 
if this or whatever sport is a 
safe sport, all of those things 
are coalescing.” 

Mihalik, the Gfellers and Te- 
aff hope to create a sort of 
clearinghouse for information 
on sports-related brain inju¬ 
ries. Mihalik encourages all 
doctors and medical research¬ 
ers to join the effort. Teaff 
wants to enlist coaching orga¬ 
nizations. Rawlings President 
Robert Parish sees the NSCC 
as a group that can look at 
concussions from all angles 
and urge specific measures.□ 


23rd, hit an ace to end the 
first set and another on match 
point. She waved her arms as 
she danced at the net to cel¬ 
ebrate her biggest victory. 

“It’s the Petko Dance,” she 
later said with a smile. 

No. 16-seeded Maria 
Sharapova scored her first 
win over a top-five player in 
more than three years, beating 
No. 4 Samantha Stosur 6-4, 
6-1. Sharapova, a two-time 
runner-up at Key Biscayne, 
earned a berth in the quarterfi¬ 
nals against No. 26 Alexandra 
Dulgheru. 

On the men’s side, two-time 
champion Roger Federer and 
top-ranked Rafael Nadal ad¬ 
vanced to the fourth round. 
Federer, who slipped to third 
in the rankings last week, beat 
No. 32 Juan Monaco 7-6 (4), 
6-4. Nadal, seeking his first 
Key Biscayne title, never 
faced a break point and de¬ 
feated fellow Spaniard Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez 6-3, 6-3. 
Wozniacki is tied for the tour 
lead in victories this year, 
and she earned her 14th ca¬ 
reer title a week ago at Indian 
Wells. But she has little histo¬ 
ry of success at Key Biscayne, 
where she has yet to reach the 
semifinals. 

Content as always to stay be¬ 
hind the baseline, she dogged¬ 
ly battled Petkovic on a warm 
afternoon for 2 Vi hours. But 


Wozniacki converted only 
five of 17 break-point oppor¬ 
tunities. 

“I had so many chances in my 
first set,” she said. 

“I had set points and I didn’t 
take them. Then the energy 
level dropped a little bit, and 
I lost.” 

Petkovic became the first 
German woman to reach the 
tournament ’ s quarterfinal s 

since Anke Huber in 2001. 
She’ll next face No. 6 Jelena 
Jankovic, who beat Anabel 
Medina Garrigues 6-1, 6-3. 
Petkovic attributed her upset 
win to tactics — she varied 
the pace and occasionally 
charged forward. 

“It was not like I played un¬ 
believable,” she said. “It was 
more that I was able to stick to 
my game plan and I was play¬ 
ing clever. Most players think 
they can overpower Caroline. 
I think that’s the wrong ap¬ 
proach, because she’s going 
to bring each ball back, so I 
tried to mix it up a little bit. 
Thankfully it worked.” 

The Petko Dance dates to last 
year, when she unveiled it 
after beating Nadia Petrova 
in the first round of the U.S. 
Open. 

“I wanted to get rid of it af¬ 
ter the Open, but the fans said 
like, ‘Hey, we are just coming 
to see the dance, and you’re 
not doing it anymore.’ So I 
brought it back. But this is 
definitely the last tournament 
where it’s going to happen, 
and then I’m moving on to 
something else.” 

There was no Sharapova 
Dance, but lots of fist-wag¬ 
gling from the three-time 
Grand Slam champion. Her 
trademark shriek accompa¬ 
nied almost every shot, and 
the decibel level rose as she 
closed out the win. 

Sharapova has lost only 12 
games in three matches af¬ 
ter missing Key Biscayne in 
2008-10 because of injuries. 
“Since I haven’t played here 
in so many years, I feel like 
I owe it to my fans to play 
many matches here,” she told 
the crowd with a laugh. 

She improved to 7-0 against 
Stosur, who was the French 
Open runner-up last year but 
is just 9-8 — all on hardcourts 
— in 201 !.□ 


Coaches, doctors to form 
concussion study group 
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Grizzlies strengthen playoff grip 


NBA Roundup 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 
— The Memphis Grizzlies 
strengthened their grip on an 
NBA playoff spot with a 111- 
104 win over the San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs on Sunday in what 
could be a precursor to a pos¬ 
sible postseason matchup. 
Tony Allen and Zach Ran¬ 
dolph had 23 points apiece 
for Memphis, which current¬ 
ly holds the eighth and final 
playoff spot in the Western 
Conference. If the Grizzlies 
earn the No. 8 seed, they will 
likely face the NBA-leading 
Spurs in the opening round of 
the playoffs. 

George Hill matched his 
career high with 30 points 
on 9-of-12 shooting for the 
Spurs, who slumped to a third 
straight loss. 

Lakers 102, Hornets 84 
In Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
inched closer to the top of the 
overall NBA standings with 
a comfortable win over New 
Orleans. 

Kobe Bryant scored 30 points 
and Pau Gasol had 23 points 
and 16 rebounds as the Lak¬ 
ers made it 15 wins from 16 
games. 

The two-time defending NBA 
champions jumped to an 


18-point lead in the first half 
and weathered the Hornets’ 
fourth-quarter rally to sweep 
the four-game season series 
with a possible first-round 
playoff opponent. 

Carl Landry had a season-high 
24 points and 10 rebounds in 
New Orleans’ second game 
without injured scoring leader 
David West. 

Thunder 99, Trail Blazers 90 
In Oklahoma City, the hosts 
secured their second straight 
playoff berth by defeating 
Portland. 

Russell Westbrook hit three 
late 3-pointers, including the 
clincher with 21 seconds left 
which put the Thunder up 97- 
90. 

Gerald Wallace, who scored 
40 points, missed at the other 
end and the Thunder was able 
to celebrate another postsea¬ 
son berth. 

Wallace was unguardable at 
times in the second half as 
he carried the Trail Blazers 
back from a 14-point halftime 
deficit. His total, on 16-of-28 
shooting, was a season high 
and just two points shy of his 
career best. 

Westbrook scored 28 and 
Kevin Durant finished with 
21 for Oklahoma City. 

Heat 125, Rockets 119 


In Miami, three Miami play¬ 
ers reached 30 points and 10 
rebounds as the Heat downed 
Houston. 

LeBron James had 33 points 
and 10 rebounds, Chris Bosh 
added 31 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, and Dwyane Wade 
shook off a bruised tailbone 
to finish with 30 points and 11 
boards as Miami made it eight 
wins in nine games. 

It was the first time since Feb¬ 
ruary 1961 that three team¬ 
mates reached the 30 point-10 
rebound double in regulation 
time in the same game. On 
that occasion, 

Oscar Robertson, Jack 
Twyman and Wayne Embry 
— Hall of Famers all — did it 
for the Cincinnati Royals in a 
loss to the Philadelphia War¬ 
riors. 

Kevin Martin scored 29 points 
for the Rockets, who suffered 
their first defeat in six games. 
In other NBA games it was 
Sacramento 114, Philadel¬ 
phia 111, OT; Memphis 111, 
San Antonio 104; Atlanta 99, 
Cleveland 83; Miami 125, 
Houston 119; Boston 85, 
Minnesota 82; Oklahoma City 
99, Portland 90; Golden State 
114, Washington 104; L.A. 
Lakers 102, New Orleans 84; 
and Dallas 91, Phoenix 830 


China Team challenges 
for 2013 America’s Cup 


BERNIE WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — China 
Team on Monday announced 
it will challenge for the Amer¬ 
ica’s Cup in 2013 in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

China Team is the seventh 
syndicate to publicly an¬ 
nounce its challenge. Two 
other groups have entered but 
won’t announce their chal¬ 
lenges until officials approve 
their paperwork. 

Thursday is the deadline for 
entering the 34th America’s 
Cup. 

The winner of the Louis Vuit- 
ton Cup challenger series will 
meet defending champion Or¬ 


acle Racing of San Francisco 
for the oldest trophy in inter¬ 
national sports. 

China Team made its Amer¬ 
ica’s Cup debut in 2007, fin¬ 
ishing last in the Louis Vuit- 
ton Cup. 

Syndicate CEO Thierry Barot 
is recruiting international sail¬ 
ing champions to help train 
the crew. 

“This America’s Cup will 
feature the best sailors on the 
fastest boats, so we’re very 
happy to be part of this adven¬ 
ture with China Team, a boat 
which will truly represent 
China, as most sailors will be 
Chinese”, Wang Chao Yong, 
chairman of China Team, said 


in a statement. 

He also said China Team has 
the full support of the Chinese 
government. 

China Team joins Italy’s Mas- 
calzone Latino, Team New 
Zealand, 

Team Australia, Artemis 
Challenge of Sweden, Aleph 
Team France and Energy 
Team of France as announced 
challengers. 

An America’s Cup World Se¬ 
ries will begin this summer in 
45-foot catamarans with wing 
sails. The America’s Cup it¬ 
self will be contested in 72- 
foot, wing-sailed catamarans, 
which will come on line next 
year. 



Memphis Grizzlies guard Tony Allen, center, shoots defended 
by San Antonio Spurs forward Antonio McDyess, left, and San 
Antonio Spurs guard Gary Neal (14) in the second half of an NBA 
basketball game Sunday, March 27, 2011, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 



US$308,989,- 


Gold Coast 83 

This 2 bedroom townhouse is 
build on 131 m 2 of property 
land. With 2 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, laundry closet, 
kitchen with breakfast bar, 
stainless steel appliances and 
100 % air conditioned rooms. 
Featuring 4 swimming pools 
(2 are ready),fitness center, 
retail area, business center, 
restaurant and playground. 
Gold Coast is located across 
from the golf course. 


Best & Solid Real Estate 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 5864242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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No evidence “Folk Remedies” ease colic 



Dr. Andrew Adesman 


By Jenifer Goodwin 
Associated Press 
MONDAY, March 28 - Fen¬ 
nel extract, herbal tea and 
sugar water relieved colic 
in some infants better than a 
placebo, according to a new 
study that reviewed clinical 
trials of alternative remedies 
for colic. 

But parents shouldn’t get their 
hopes up too high. All of the 
trials reviewed had “major 
limitations,” such as having 
too few patients, relying on 
parental reports of symptoms, 
or the study design (such as 
not being double-blinded). 
“The notion that any form of 
complementary and alterna¬ 
tive medicine is effective for 
infantile colic currently is not 


supported from the evidence 
from the included randomized 
clinical trials,” the research¬ 
ers from the United Kingdom 
wrote. “Additional replica¬ 
tions are needed before firm 
conclusions can be drawn.” 
But because fennel extract, 
certain herbal teas and sugar 
water are generally safe, and 
because the research does 
suggest babies may benefit, 
pediatricians said they would 
feel comfortable recommend¬ 
ing them to parents. 

“It’s reasonable for parents 
to consider those kinds of in¬ 
terventions for which there 
is some suggestion of benefit 
but no known risks,” said Dr. 
Andrew Adesman, chief of 
developmental and behav¬ 


ioral pediatrics at Steven and 
Alexandra Cohen Children’s 
Medical Center of New York. 
The study, published in the 
April print issue of Pediatrics, 
appears online March 28. 
Colic usually starts when a 
baby is about three weeks old, 
said Dr. Ari Brown, a pedia¬ 
trician in Austin, Texas, and 
author of the Expecting 411 
book series. Colic is usually 
defined as excessive and in¬ 
consolable crying for at least 
three hours a day for more 
than three days a week over 
more than three weeks. 

“It’s miserable for both baby 
and the parents,” Brown said. 
“And although we’ve been 
studying it for years, no one 
has figured out what the cause 
is, which makes it all the more 
difficult to treat.” 

In the United States, between 
5 and 19 percent of infants are 
estimated to have colic, ac¬ 
cording to background infor¬ 
mation in the article. 

Because pediatricians can’t 
offer parents much help with 
it for the most part, babies 
grow out of colic in time des¬ 
perate parents often turn to 
alternative or complementary 
treatments, according to the 
study. □ 


Social Media has+/- effects on kids 


By Serena Gordon 
Associated Press 
Social media Web sites, such 
as Facebook and Twitter, 
have become nearly inescap¬ 
able facets of modem life, 
particularly for kids. And a 
new report suggests they can 
have real benefits and risks 
for children. 

These sites, and virtual gam¬ 
ing worlds, allow users to 


interact with each other and 
they are where children and 
adolescents are spending a 
lot, if not most, of their free 
time, according to a report 
on the impact of social media 
just released by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 

The report, published online 
March 28 in Pediatrics, says 
that more than half of adoles¬ 
cents log on to a social media 


Web site at least once a day, 
and nearly one-quarter of 
teens say they log on to their 
favorite social media sites 10 
or more times each day. 

So, what kind of an impact is 
all that time spent fraterniz¬ 
ing over technology instead 
of in person having on today’s 
youth? 

“Social media sites are mostly 
good. They’re where kids so¬ 
cialize and where they con¬ 
nect together today,” said 
report author Dr. Gwenn 
O’Keeffe, CEO and editor-in- 
chief of Pediatrics Now. 
“Kids’ social spaces are 
shrinking. They don’t have 
the places or the time to hang 
out like their parents did. So¬ 
cial media allows them to 
have time to reconnect. But, 
it has to be done in a way 
that’s not all-encompassing,” 
O’Keeffe said. 

“For this to happen, it works 
better if kids have parents that 
they can engage with. □ 





Claire Palmer 


London Olympics pledge 
for more exercise flops 

By MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 

LONDON - At a north London gym on a recent evening, Claire 
Palmer was busy pounding her gloved fists into a punching bag. 
To raise money and get fit, Palmer is trying all 30 Olympic and 
Paralympic sports in the next year and boxing is on this month’s 
schedule. Palmer, 29, is taking part in the Gold Challenge, a 
charity challenge trying to get people more active by the time 
the 2012 Olympics roll into town. 

She admits the program is a hard sell to many Londoners: Brit¬ 
ain has the fattest population in Western Europe, with about half 
of all Britons overweight. Physical activity levels have largely 
stagnated in recent years. 

“For a lot of people, it’s very easy to make excuses about why 
you can’t exercise,” she said. “I think it’s fantastic the Olympics 
are coming, but not everyone thinks that.” 

That’s something British officials are finding out. When Lon¬ 
don was awarded the 2012 Games, the government promised it 
would get 2 million more people physically active by the time 
the Olympic torch is lit. 

With fewer than 500 days to go, that looks highly unlikely. 
“Based on the current figures, the target will be met sometime 
around 2023,” said Mike Weed, director of the Centre for Sport, 
Physical Education and Activity Research at Canterbury Christ 
Church University. According to national exercise surveys, 
only about 127,000 more people have become more physically 
active since 2007. 

British officials insist the goal can be reached. Sebastian Coe, 
chairman of the London 2012 Games, said the problem may 
be that they are not collecting the right kind of information to 
prove their goal is being met. 

Last week, an independent watchdog said it may be impossible 
to prove if the 2012 Games improves the health of city resi¬ 
dents. The group said there is insufficient data on the current 
level of Londoners’ physical activity levels and called the gov¬ 
ernment’s efforts “a major lost opportunity.” 

Still, Coe said three dozen Olympic sponsors have gotten about 
750,000 British children to play sports after last year’s Summer 
Youth Olympics in Singapore. 

He thinks the Olympics will motivate people to get off the 
couch, though acknowledged the promise to get 2 million more 
people active is “one of the toughest legacies to get to.” 

Some experts say the pledge should never have been made. 

“It’s naive to think that by promoting Olympic champions, 
people will be inspired,” said Emmanuel Stamatakis, an exer¬ 
cise specialist at University College London. He said evidence 
shows watching elite athletes actually discourages most fans. 
“People think if they can’t play football like David Beckham, 
why should they bother kicking a ball at all?” 

There is little data to prove cities that host major sports events 
have higher fitness levels afterwards. After the 2002 Common¬ 
wealth Games in Manchester, officials found the numbers of 
people exercising actually fell.Q 
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Workshop oners geeks industrial-strength toys 



In this photo taken March 22, 2011, TechShop CEO Mark Hatch is seen at TechShop in San 
Francisco. Modeled after gyms, TechShop is attracting members who pay as little as $100 a month to 
use industrial strength equipment to invent whatever they can imagine. Associated Press 


MARCUS WOHLSEN 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
In the tech-obsessed South 
of Market neighborhood 
that digital sensations like 
Twitter and Zynga call home, 
a newfangled workshop for 
would-be inventors blends 
a startup sensibility with the 
area’s historic manufacturing 
roots to give geeks a chance 
to get out from behind the 
keyboard. 

Modeled after gyms, 
TechShop is attracting 
members who pay as little as 
$100 a month to use industrial 
strength equipment to invent 
whatever they can imagine. 
“Everybody on the planet has 
ideas for things they want 
to make,” says TechShop 
founder Jim Newton, who 
wants to bring TechShops to 
cities across the country. 

The 17,000-square-foot 
workshop is nestled in the 
middle of what was once 
an industrial hub where 
ironworks forged equipment 
for the Gold Rush and later 
ships during war time. 

Housed on two floors of a 
building that might otherwise 
have become loft condos, 
there are workshops for 


working with wood, metal, 
plastics and textiles, plus an 
electronics lab and computer 
design stations. Amid a sea 
of workbenches, startups can 
rent offices by the month. 

The biggest machine of all 
may be a huge contraption 
that shoots a thin slurry of 
water mixed with industrial 
gemstones at 1,800 mph to 
cut through thick slabs of 
stainless steel. Upstairs, a 3-D 
printer molds objects out of 
plastic straight from a digital 
file. 

Perhaps the most popular tool 
at TechShop is the laser cutter, 
a $30,000 metal box delicate 
enough to engrave paper but 
powerful enough to cut thick 
leather. 

Chief executive Mark Hatch 
says one of TechShop’s 
most popular events is an 
evening called “Lasers and 
Beer.” 6 ’The sequence is 
very important,” Hatch jokes. 
(First the lasers, which they 
use to etch designs into glass 
mugs, then beer.) 

One laser cutter fan is Marie 
LaCour, who started her kids’ 
party invitation business, 
Goobitty Goo, after getting 
laid off from her graphic 
design job of 14 years. 


“After losing my job, I 
thought I’d try to go ahead 
and do this full time,” LaCour 
said. Trying to figure out how 
to get started without buying 
the expensive tools herself, 
she came across TechShop 
in a Google search, she said 
while running off a batch 
of invitations on the laser 
cutter one recent afternoon. A 
year later, she says, “this has 
become my office.” 

While the staff works to 
maintain a playful vibe, Hatch 


is deeply serious in his belief 
that giving more people access 
to more tools can transform 
societies and economies. And 
he says that the tools available 
today make that possibility 
more realistic than ever. 
Members must take classes 
that include extensive safety 
briefings before they can use 
specific equipment. Yet the 
less mechanically inclined 
don’t really need to get their 
hands dirty: software has near 
complete control over some of 


the most complex machines. 
Hatch claims this makes the 
path from idea to object a 
simple straight line. 

“We can turn you into what 
would have historically been 
a master craftsman in about 
two class sessions,” Hatch 
boasts. 

The ex-Green Beret cites 
Karl Marx’s observation that 
the Industrial Revolution 
took manufacturing tools out 
of the hands of artisans and 
gave them to industrialists.□ 


Internet pioneer Paul Baran dies in California at age 84 



In a Sept. 29, 2008 file photo then President Bush presents Paul 
Baran a 2007 National Medal of Technology and Innovation in the 
East Room of the White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Paul Baran, 
whose work with packaging 
data in the 1960s has been 
credited with playing a role in 


the later development of the 
Internet, has died at age 84, 
his son said. Baran died at his 
home in Palo Alto, Calif. Sat¬ 
urday night of complications 
from lung cancer, David Ba¬ 


ran told the Associated Press 
Sunday night. 

Paul Baran is best known for 
the idea of “packet-switch¬ 
ing,” in which data is bundled 
into small packages and sent 
through a network. Baran out¬ 
lined the concept while work¬ 
ing on Cold War issues for the 
RAND Corporation in Santa 
Monica in 1963 and 1964. 

In 1969 the technology be¬ 
came a concept the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense used in cre¬ 
ating the Arpanet, the precur¬ 
sor to the Internet, numerous 
reports on the subject said. 
The idea had been so ad¬ 
vanced at its development that 
private companies had passed 
on it.“Paul wasn’t afraid to go 
in directions counter to what 
everyone else thought was 
the right or only thing to do,” 
Vinton Cerf, a vice president 
at Google and a colleague and 
longtime friend of Baran, told 
the New York Times, which 


first reported Baran’s death. 
President George W. Bush 
presented him with the Na¬ 
tional Medal of Technology 
and Innovation in 2008. A 
year earlier, he was inducted 
into the Inventors Hall of 
Fame in Akron, Ohio, joining 
the likes of Thomas Edison. 
He told the AP around the 
time that he was pleased there 
was such a hall.n “I think 
that we give a lot of attention 
to music and football, why 
not those who come up with 
ideas that we use in a different 
way,” he said. Baran’s method 
of moving data was designed 
to still function after a nuclear 
attack. Because there were no 
centralized switches, and bun¬ 
dles of data could simply find 
a new route if one weren’t 
working, the system could 
still work even if much of it 
were destroyed, the RAND 
Corporation said on its web¬ 
site. 


He called the process “mes¬ 
sage blocks.” Donald Davies 
of Great Britain independent¬ 
ly developed a similar system 
and his term, “packet-switch¬ 
ing,” would eventually be ad¬ 
opted, RAND said. 

It would be decades before 
the social and commercial 
possibilities of the technol¬ 
ogy would become clear, and 
Baran would miss out on a 
lot of the money and glory 
that came with it, but he was 
happy to live to see it happen, 
his son said in a telephone in¬ 
terview. “He was a man of in¬ 
finite patience,” David Baran 
said. The son said his father 
recently shared a paper that 
he wrote in 1966, speculating 
on the future of the computer 
networks he was working on. 
“It spelled out this idea that 
by the year 2000 that peo¬ 
ple would be using online 
networks for shopping and 
news,” he said. □ 
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New York Times begins 
charging for digital access 

NEW YORK - The New York Times began charging Mon¬ 
day for full access to its website and mobile services. 

The third-largest U.S. newspaper is charging $15 every 
four weeks, or $195 a year, to read more than 20 articles 
a month on its website. That fee also covers a subscription 
on the newspaper’s software for smartphones. The new fees 
kicked in at about 2 p.m. EDT. 

Readers who want unlimited access on the website and the 
Times’ software for Apple Inc.’s iPad tablet computer have 
to pay $20 every four weeks, or $260 annually. A digital 
subscription covering the website and both mobile options 
costs $35 every four weeks, or $455 annually. 

The New York Times Co. is charging for digital access be¬ 
cause online advertising revenue hasn’t grown fast enough 
to offset losses in print ads. 

Print subscribers will keep free online access. The Times is 
hoping to bring in more digital revenue while giving print 
readers more reason to keep their subscriptions. 

The company declined to say Monday how many people 
have signed up for a digital subscription. But on Monday 
afternoon, the newspaper’s customer-service line has a 
message telling people that they should expect longer-than- 
usual waiting times because of a high number of callers. 
There are still ways for Web surfers to keep reading Times 
articles for free after they reach the 20-article limit in a giv¬ 
en month. 

Readers coming from a search engine such as Google or 
Yahoo get five free articles per search service per day. And 
there are no limits on the amount of traffic coming from two 
of the Web’s most popular tools for sharing information, 
Facebook and Twitter. 

Amazon.com Inc. said Monday that people who subscribe 
to The New York Times on the Kindle will get access to 
the newspaper’s website at no extra cost. It didn’t say when 
this would go into effect, just that subscribers will get more 
information in the coming weeks.Q 


So far, most of tax cut is going down the gas tank 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON - Americans 
are earning and spending 
more, but a lot of the extra 
money is going down their 
gas tanks. 

Gas prices have drained more 
than half the extra cash Amer¬ 
icans are getting this year 
from a cut in Social Security 
taxes. 

Unlike some other kinds of 
spending, paying more for 
gas doesn’t help the economy 
much. Most of the money 
goes overseas, and higher 
prices leave people with less 
money to buy appliances, 
computers, plane tickets and 
other things that can be post¬ 
poned. 

“When food and gasoline 
prices are rising, it causes 
people to hunker down,” said 
Chris G. Christopher Jr., se¬ 
nior economist at IHS Global 
Insight. 


latest U.S. airfare increase fails 
over weekend 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 

DALLAS (AP) — The airlines’ latest effort to 
broadly raise U.S. fares by $10 per round trip 
has crumbled as discount carriers like South¬ 
west decided not to raise their prices. 

After several successful price increases from 
December through February, two efforts to 
raise fares this month have died, raising ques¬ 
tions about how much consumers are will¬ 
ing to pay for travel. United and Continental 
started the push for another fare increase last 
week and were joined by Delta, American and 
US Airways. But low-cost airlines never went 
along. FareCompare.com CEO Rick Seaney 
said the price hike began to unravel when 
Delta and American rolled back the increase 
on some routes. He said United and Continen¬ 
tal then gave up and canceled the increases on 
Saturday. 

By Monday afternoon, US Airways joined 
other large airlines in dropping the fare hike, 
making the collapse complete. 



It’s unclear whether consumer demand is 
too weak to absorb more price increases, or 
whether the recent failed price hikes are mere¬ 
ly a pause before fares rise again heading into 
the peak summer travel season. 

Seaney said domestic price increases will be 
harder to push through unless they are sup¬ 
ported by low-cost airlines — Southwest, Jet¬ 
Blue, AirTran and Frontier. 

JPMorgan Chase analyst Jamie Baker said 
Southwest, which carries the most U.S. pas¬ 
sengers and plays a key role in setting fares 
for the industry, might just be biding its time 
until Easter. □ 


Consumer spending jumped 
0.7 percent last month, and 
personal incomes rose 0.3 
percent, the Commerce De¬ 
partment said Monday. Both 
gains reflected the cut of two 
percentage points in the So¬ 
cial Security tax, raising take- 
home pay. 

They also illustrated how 
higher gas prices are stressing 
household budgets. After ad¬ 
justing for inflation, spending 
rose just 0.3 percent. After-tax 
incomes actually fell 0.1 per¬ 
cent. 

The Social Security tax cut 
will give most households an 
additional $1,000 to $2,000 
this year. In December, when 
President Barack Obama 
signed it into law, econo¬ 
mists predicted higher take- 
home pay would lead to more 
spending and stronger eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

But gas prices have jumped 
more than 50 cents a gallon 
this year. In late December, 
they hit $3 a gallon for the 
first time in two years. Last 
week, they averaged $3.58 na¬ 
tionwide, according to AAA’s 
daily fuel gauge survey. 

Mark Zandi, chief economist 
at Moody’s Analytics, has re¬ 
duced his forecast for 2011 
economic growth from 3.9 
percent to 3.5 percent, in part 
because of gas prices. That 
would still be better than last 
year’s 2.9 percent growth and 
the biggest expansion since 
before the recession. 

Still, much of the anticipated 
benefit from the tax cut will 
be lost. Christopher estimates 
half to two-thirds of the extra 
cash will ultimately go toward 
higher gas prices. Food pric¬ 
es have also risen in recent 
months, he noted. 

Higher gas prices generally 
don’t help the broader U.S. 
economy, even though they 
force people to spend more. 
The additional money seldom 


In this March 14, 2011 photo, Kelley and Ed Postal, of Pinckney, Mich., from left, work with salesman Darnell 
Forte at a Nissan dealership in Ann Arbor, Mich. Consumer spending rises at fastest pace since October, led 
by purchases of autos and gasoline. 

Associated Press 


pays for higher salaries or new 
jobs. The United States does sup¬ 
ply a portion of the oil consumed 
here. But the majority is produced 
overseas, so most of the money 
leaves the country. 

Most people don’t have the lux¬ 
ury of deciding to buy less fuel. 
They have to get to work. So they 
spend more on gas, and less on 
other goods and services — from 
household purchases to restau¬ 
rant meals to vacations — that 
do more to drive U.S. economic 
growth. 

Those purchasing decisions are 
critical for the economy because 
consumer spending accounts for 
70 percent of growth. 

There’s also a psychological fac¬ 
tor when gas prices, a consumer 
necessity, keep rising. Those 
higher prices tend to rattle con¬ 
sumer confidence. People feel 
poorer, and they’re less likely to 
spend freely. 


Ultimately, less spending can hurt 
job growth because businesses 
will feel less confident. Christo¬ 
pher said a rise of just 25 cents 
a gallon in gasoline prices, if it 
persisted for an entire year, could 
cost the economy 270,000 jobs. 
It’s probably too early for the 
impact of higher gas prices to 
show up in national employment 
figures. The economy added 
192,000 jobs in February. The 
consensus estimate of analysts is 
that it added 185,000 in March. 
People made big purchases in 
February. Spending on durable 
goods rose 1.7 percent, much of 
it from new cars. And though the 
housing market had its worst year 
in a decade last year, the Nation¬ 
al Association of Realtors says 
more people signed contracts to 
buy homes in February than in 
January. 

Still, economists are lowering 
expectations for the January-to- 


March quarter. Paul Dales, senior 
U.S. economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics, said consumer spending 
will likely grow only 2 percent to 
2.5 percent in that stretch. That 
would be down sharply from the 
4 percent increase in consumer 
spending in the October-Decem- 
ber period, the fastest pace in four 
years. 

The big rise in spending and small¬ 
er increase in incomes pushed the 
household savings rate down to 
5.8 percent of after-tax incomes 
last month. That compared with 
6.1 percent in January. 

Dennis Lockhart, president of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of At¬ 
lanta, said he doesn’t expect food 
and energy prices to keep rising 
sharply. 

“I expect these strongly acceler¬ 
ating upward movements of com¬ 
modity prices to be short-lived,” 
Lockhart said in a speech Mon¬ 
day in Atlanta. □ 




Oil slides as rebels 
take Libyan ports 



Libyan men queue at for petrol in Tripoli Sunday March 27,2011. 
The Libyan capital is seeing a shortage of fuel, and shelves are 
emptying as Libyan rebels celebrate more victories Sunday, af¬ 
ter recapturing two key oil complexes from Moammar Gadhafi’s 
military. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS KAHN 
AP Energy Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Oil pric¬ 
es slipped below $104 per 
barrel Monday after Libyan 
rebels recaptured some key 
oil ports and promised to re¬ 
sume exports. Prices, howev¬ 
er, remain 22 percent above 
what they were in mid-Feb¬ 
ruary, when fighting in Libya 
squeezed off shipments that 
had supplied nearly 2 percent 
of the world’s oil. 

Traders remain concerned 
that uprisings in the Middle 
East will threaten more oil 
supplies. Protests in Yemen, 
Bahrain and Syria could 
further destabilize the re¬ 
gion and draw OPEC heavy¬ 
weights Saudi Arabia and 
Iran into protracted conflict, 
analysts said. 

The concerns go beyond ma¬ 
jor oil-producing countries. 
Yemen produces only 0.3 
percent of the world’s oil, but 
markets will price in the add¬ 
ed dangers to crucial ship¬ 
ping lanes off its coast. 
Benchmark crude dropped 
$1.42 on Monday to settle 
at $103.98 per barrel on the 


New York Mercantile Ex¬ 
change. In London, Brent 
crude lost 84 cents to settle at 
$114.58 per barrel on the ICE 
Futures exchange. 

Qatar, which has recognized 
the rebels as Libya’s legiti¬ 
mate representatives, plans 
to help them sell crude on the 
international market. But Lib¬ 
ya’s production relies on joint 
ventures with foreign compa¬ 
nies, like Italy’s Eni SpA, that 


have evacuated employees 
from the country. 

Oil had been moving higher 
well before the Libyan crisis, 
as world demand rebounded 
at the end of last year and 
started to match peak levels 
from 2007. 

A ceasefire in Libya should 
cool off oil’s surge, but trad¬ 
ers said they don’t expect any 
sustained drop until the entire 
region settles down. Q 


EBay to buy GSI Commerce for $24 billion 



RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Online market¬ 
place operator EBay said Monday that it will 
pay $2.4 billion for GSI Commerce, which 
operates websites for retailers like Toys R Us 
and Bath & Body Works. 

EBay Inc., which runs its namesake site 
where users buy and sell items through auc¬ 
tions and fixed-price “Buy it Now” formats 
as well as online payments service PayPal, 
hopes the acquisition will bolster its ability to 
connect buyers and sellers around the world. 
It could also help it become more of a threat 
to Amazon.com Inc. 

GSI runs websites, packs and ships products 
and offers interactive marketing services to a 
variety of retailers. It has long-term contracts 
with 180 retailers, including Radio Shack, 
Ace Hardware and American Eagle Outfit¬ 
ters. 

Shares of GSI, which is based in King of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania, surged 50.1 percent, 
or $9.71, to $29.09 in afternoon trading. 

EBay has been working on improving its 


In this Feb. 24, 2010 file photo, an eBay logo is 
seen at their offices in San Jose, Calif. EBay 
Inc. has agreed to buy GSI Commerce Monday, 
March 28, 2011, a digital marketing and e-com¬ 
merce company, for $2.4 billion. 

Associated Press 

eBay.com website by doing things such as re¬ 
vamping its home page, cutting upfront listing 
fees it charges sellers and bolstering its search 
engine. In an interview, eBay CEO John Do- 
nahoe said the GSI deal fits in with his com¬ 
pany’s efforts to help retailers grow.Q 
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Wendy Williams’ star rises TCM Classic 

through renewed image Film festival celebrates Kirk Douglas 



TV personality Wendy Williams 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA - When Wendy Williams started rehearsals for 
ABC’s “Dancing With the Stars,” her dance partner, Tony 
Dovolani, expected the talk-show personality to translate 
her animated bravado onto the dance floor. 

But Dovolani didn’t get what he envisioned from Williams, 
known for her infectious catchphrase, “How you doin’?” 
He was surprised to see the typically bold Williams ner¬ 
vous about her inept dancing ability during practice, feel¬ 
ing insecure about her voluptuous frame while standing 
nearly 6-feet tall. “I’m not a dancer. I have two left feet 
and a hoof,” says Williams, bursting into laughter recently 
while on the set of Lifetime’s “Drop Dead Diva,” where she 
was filming an episode in which she plays a judge. On the 
premiere of “DWTS” last week, Williams finished near the 
bottom of the scoreboard, scoring 14 out of 30 points. 
Dovolani believes as Williams practices more, it’ll help her 
overcome her self-esteem issues on the dance floor. 

“She was always the tall kid, always felt too big to dance,” 
says Dovolani, who is entering his 11th season on “DWTS.” 
“With her being tall, I see that as her strength. It’s almost 
like she’s the Wonder Woman. I don’t want to hide her 
height. I want her to celebrate it.”Q 


By SANDY COHEN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Kirk Doug¬ 
las says his appearance at the 
Academy Awards last month 
brought him so much atten¬ 
tion that he “felt like a bobby- 
soxer.” 

“I made 90 pictures, and now 
everybody in the restaurants 
and on the street are like, 4 Oh 
Kirk!”’ Douglas said with a 
laugh. “I think I got paid more 
attention for those three min¬ 
utes on the Oscars than any¬ 
thing I have ever done.” 

That moment may have 
earned him accolades, but 
the 94-year-old actor says his 
greatest career achievement 
was more than 50 years ago, 
when, as producer and star of 
“Spartacus,” he helped end 
the McCarthy-era in Holly¬ 
wood by crediting blacklisted 
screenwriter Dalton Trumbo. 
“Everybody advised me not 
to do it because you won’t 
be able to work in this town 
again and all of that. But I was 
young enough to say to hell 
with it,” Douglas recalled dur¬ 
ing a recent interview. “I think 
if I was much older, I would 
have been too conservative: 
Why should I stick my neck 
out? But I put his name on it, 
and that broke the blacklist.” 
Douglas will discuss “Sparta¬ 
cus” and other aspects of his 


At Canada s Junos 

Arcade Fire win best album 



Arcade Fire poses with their awards 


By CHARMAINE NORONHA 
Associated Press 
TORONTO - Canadian indie 
band Arcade Fire followed 
their huge victories at the 
Grammys and Brit awards by 
capturing four Juno awards 
including album of the year 
for “The Suburbs” and group 
of the year at the Canadian 
music awards ceremony Sun¬ 
day night. 

After the rockers’ surprise 
Grammy for best album of the 
year and Brit award win for 
best international album, it 
would have been shocking if 
the critic darlings didn’t snag 
a Juno for the success of their 
album in the country they call 
home and where they initially 
built their fan base. 


“We’re truly overwhelmed,” 
said the band’s gangly multi¬ 
instrumentalist, Richard Reed 
Parry in Toronto’s Air Canada 
Center where the Junos were 
held. “Thank you everybody. 
Thank you to Montreal, our 


home where we all live, and 
thanks to Toronto.” 

“Toronto is one of the first 
places we had, like, really 
exciting shows and felt like 
something crazy might be 
about to happen.□ 



Actor Kirk Douglas 


life and career before pre¬ 
senting a screening of the 
1960 Stanley Kubrick epic at 
Grauman’s Chinese Theater 
in Hollywood on April 29 as 
part of the TCM Classic Film 
Festival. 

The actor said it’s important 
to celebrate the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the film and its themes 
of freedom, both on and off 
screen. 


“When I look back, it’s a re¬ 
markable picture,” he said. 
“And it’s so fitting now be¬ 
cause Spartacus was one of 
the first fighters for freedom, 
and fights for freedom are 
happening all over the Middle 
East.” 

The actor’s own fight for free¬ 
dom behind the scenes with 
“Spartacus” took place at a 
time when “our country was 
in a very divisive mood,” he 
said. McCarthyism and fear 
of Communism was rampant 
in the United States, and the 
blacklist prevented screen¬ 
writers and other entertainers 
suspected of having ties to the 
Communist party from work¬ 
ing in Hollywood. 

“The studios, I thought they 
were cowards,” Douglas said. 
“They endorsed the blacklist 
and anyone on the blacklist 
could not set foot in the stu¬ 
dio and they couldn’t write a 
script, at least under their own 
name.’Q 


Nickelodeon launches 
anti-bullying campaign 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - The popular 
children’s television network 
Nickelodeon is the latest 
voice to raise awareness of 
digital bullying. 

Nick, the most-watched TV 
network among kids ages 2 to 
14, will begin an on-air pub¬ 
lic service campaign Monday 
featuring some of its stars of¬ 
fering advice on what young 
people should do when con¬ 
fronted with hostile texts, 
emails or Facebook posts. 

The advice offered in one ad 
featuring Ashley Argota of 
“True Jackson, VP” and Gage 
Golightly of “The Troop”: 
Sign off the computer; don’t 
reply to a hostile messenger; 
block bullies from access; 
make a copy of the message 
to show to an adult you trust. 
“It’s not tattle-telling,” Go¬ 
lightly says. “It’s standing up 
for yourself.”The issue has re¬ 
ceived national attention after 
the suicides of teenagers who 
were cyberbullying victims. 
President Barack Obama held 



Actress and singer Miranda 
Cosgrove 


a White House conference on 
bullying earlier this month. 
Nick is collaborating with 
the advocacy group Common 
Sense Media, which has also 
worked with MTV and the 
Disney Channel on spreading 
the word about the issue. 

The hope is that the anti-bul- 
lying effort can become as 
pervasive and successful as 
campaigns calling for a desig¬ 
nated driver who has not con¬ 
sumed alcohol when friends 
are out drinking, said James 
Steyer, CEO and founder of 
Common Sense Media, which 
offers reviews and advice for 
parents. □ 




























Website to pay $950K 
for posting Beatles hits 
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Beatles, front row from Paul McCartney 


By ANTHONY McCARTNEY 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A website that sold Beatles songs online for 
25 cents apiece before they became legally available has agreed 
to pay record companies nearly $1 million to settle a federal 
lawsuit. 

U.S. District Judge Josephine Staton Tucker signed off on the 
settlement between BlueBeat.com and music companies EMI 
Group PLC, Capitol Records and Virgin Records America on 
Friday. The judge ruled in December that the site violated the 
music labels’ copyrights and presented unfair competition. 

A trial to determine how much BlueBeat owed the companies 
was scheduled to begin in Santa Ana, Calif. 

BlueBeat streamed and sold music by the Fab Four and other 
top-name acts, including Coldplay and Lily Allen, for several 
days before music companies sued to shut it down in November 
2009. By then, the site had already distributed more than 67,000 
songs by The Beatles. 

The posting of Beatles songs came shortly after the release of 
the group’s re-mastered albums and a pricey box set. A year 
later, Apple Inc. announced with great fanfare that it was selling 
Beatles music on its popular music service iTunes. 

Within the first week, more than 2 million Beatles songs were 
purchased online for $1.29 apiece and 450,000 albums were 
sold. 

BlueBeat had denied wrongdoing, claiming owner Hank Risan 
had pioneered a method called “psycho-acoustic simulation” 
that resulted in unique versions of copyrighted music. 

The judge rejected his arguments and explanations of his tech¬ 
nique in her December ruling, noting that Risan’s recordings 
were based on copies of CDs that he had purchased. 

Attorneys for the music companies and BlueBeat did not imme¬ 
diately return phone messages seeking comment Monday. 

The settlement does not cover the music labels’ attorney fees, 
and it requires Risan and BlueBeat to permanently avoid in¬ 
fringing on any music copyrights.□ 
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At Zynga 

lady Gaga baasts Japan relief funds 



Lady Gaga performs 


SAN FRANCISCO- Efforts 
by social game star Zynga and 
the American Red Cross to 
raise money for relief efforts 
in Japan got a $1.5 million 
dollar boost on Monday from 
pop diva Lady Gaga. 

Lady Gaga, whose birth name 
is Stefani Germanotta, raised 
the money by selling “We 
pray for Japan” plastic wrist¬ 
bands at her ladygaga.com 
website. “I’m inspired that 
my little monsters banded 
together to help those affect¬ 
ed by the terrible tragedy,” 
Lady Gaga said in a release. 
“What Zynga’s players have 
done for the cause is equally 
inspiring.”Lady Gaga is on a 
“Monster Ball” concert tour 
and refers to her fans as her 
“little monsters.” 

Zynga players have raised 
more than $2.5 million in 
the past two weeks through 
charitable purchases of virtual 
goods in online games includ¬ 
ing FarmVille, Cafe World, 


CityVille, and Zynga Poker. 
The money from Lady Gaga 
raised to more than $3 million 
the amount of money Zynga is 
routing to a Japan Earthquake 
Tsunami fund being overseen 
by Save the Children. 

“We’ve seen our players show 
tremendous generosity when 
presented with opportunities 
to give back,” said Zynga 


founder Mark Pincus. 

“We’re very happy that Lady 
Gaga has chosen to donate to 
our fundraising efforts and 
hope our players take pride in 
what they’ve accomplished.” 
San Francisco-based Zynga 
has made raising money for 
charity a part of play in its 
games since the company 
launched in 2009.□ 


In Broadway musical 

Daniel Radcliffe charms critics 



By Christine Kearney 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK - Actor Daniel 
Radcliffe received a warm re¬ 
sponse from critics in reviews 
posted Monday for his Broad¬ 
way musical debut, if not for 
his musical prowess, for his 
enthusiasm and eager manner 
evident on stage. 

The 21 year-old British “Har¬ 
ry Potter” star chose a revival 
of the 1962 Pulitzer-Prize 
winning show “How to Suc¬ 
ceed in Business Without Re¬ 
ally Trying” to make his mu¬ 
sical Broadway debut in the 
central role of the fresh-faced 
but ambitious J. Pierrepont 
Finch climbing the corporate 
ladder. 

The New York Times said 
“while Mr. Radcliffe is clear¬ 
ly not to the musical manner 
born, I would give him, oh, 
a 6 out of 10” who “hits his 
choreographic marks, speaks 
his lines quickly and distinct¬ 
ly (with a convincing Ameri¬ 
can accent) and often sings on 
key.” 

The review continued “and 


because you so feel the ef¬ 
fort and eagerness with which 
Mr. Radcliffe responds to that 
voice, you truly want him to 
succeed, just as you hope a 
favorite athlete or hip-hop art¬ 
ist will avoid elimination on 
“Dancing with the Stars.” 
Radcliffe made his Broadway 
debut as a psycho stable boy 
in the 2008 play, “Equus,” 
but “How to Succeed,” which 


runs at two and half hours, is 
his first Broadway musical 
and sees him hoisted into the 
air in a somersault sequence 
with the chorus. 

“Daniel Radcliffe is so ador¬ 
able in his Broadway musical 
debut, you just want to pinch 
his cheeks,” said the New 
York Post, noting his “endear¬ 
ing amount of dedication and 
enthusiasm. ”□ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 3 / 29 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Monday’s Puzzle Solved 


(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 



ACROSS 

1 Ballerina’s skirt 
5 Trenches 
around castles 
10 Bangkok native 

14 Willing to listen 

15 Shallot’s kin 

16 Well-to-do 

17 Complain 

18 Hospital 
patient’s cry 

19 Pod vegetable 

20 Intertwines 
22 Alga 

24 Spring month 

25 Come together 

26 Nerd 

29 Malia, to Sasha 

30 More elderly 

34 Beaver’s dad 

35 Affirmative 

36 Write an auto 
policy for 

37 Fuss & bother 

38 Priest’s home 

40 Public transport 

41 Get 
embarrassed 

43 Female sheep 

44 Engrossed 

45 Liberates 

46 “You _ My 
Sunshine” 

47 Trot and canter 

48 Computer “bug” 

50 Give a 
nickname to 

51 Locomotives 
54 Club joiners 

58 Emanation 

59 Jelly used as a 
meat garnish 

61 Concept 

62 Dermatologist’s 
concern 

63 Liberace’s 
instrument 

64 Itty-bitty 

65 Circus shelter 

66 Seamstress 

67 Collections 

DOWN 

1 Heavy book 

2 Perched atop 

3 Greenish blue 

4 Anonymous, as 
an author 


5 Cash 

6 Burden 

7 Tune 

8 Throws 

9 Haughty look 

10 Tools similar to 
putty knives 

11 Long walk 

12 Unit of land 

13 “If _ a 
Hammer” 

21 Taxi 
23 Great pain 

25 Gentlemen 

26 Sleepy or Doc 

27 Heron or ibis 

28 Disintegrate 

29 1/60 of a min. 

31 Middle East 
emirate 

32 Burst forth 

33 Takes a break 

35 Craving 

36 Wrath 

38 Varnish 
ingredient 

39 Have debts 
42 Abnormal; 

perverted 


All Rights Reserved. 

44 Bugs Bunny’s 
relatives 

46 One from 
Down Under 

47 Juicy Fruit or 
Doublemint 

49 Harvests 

50 Room scheme 

51 Vane direction 


52 Cook in the 
microwave 

53 Smile 

54 Search for ore 

55 Actress Falco 

56 Payment to a 
landlord 

57 Utters 

60 Animal’s foot 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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n • n SI] 1 Affordable 

services & Uassiheds ~ 

US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@aruhatoday.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would be happy to email you our credit card form. 


Masage 

services 

SPECIAL MARCH 

body massage (45 mn.) $35 
(60 mn.) $45 
Pedicure Spa $20 

Nail gel $30 

Cal now !! 583-7338 / 737-1408 
660-3134 

190635 


For sale 

Casa del Mar Resort 2 
bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean view wk 
14+15 $27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone: 8106293188 
USA 

190738 



For sale 

FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 

190629 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Ocean Club / 

Platinum 

1 bedroom ocean front 
$23,000 

2 bedroom ocean view 
$22,000 

call 586-9000 Rm 6828 until 
march 27 or e-mail: 
iwkiuice@aol.com 

190720 


Portuguese architect de 
Moura wins Pritzker prize 



Portuguese architect de 
Moura 

CHICAGO - Portuguese 
architect Eduardo Souto 
de Moura is the winner 
of this year’s $100,000 
Pritzker Prize for his de¬ 
signs that convey both 
“power and modesty, bra¬ 
vado and subtlety,” the 
foundation that awards 
the prize said on Monday. 
The honor, often dubbed 
the Nobel prize for archi¬ 
tecture, was supposed to 
be announced next month 
and presented in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., but was 
prematurely reported by a 
news outlet, according to 
a spokesman. The annual 
prize, which goes to a liv¬ 
ing architect, is endowed 
by the wealthy Chicago- 
based Pritzker family, 
majority owners of Hyatt 
Hotels Corp and other 
businesses. It was first be¬ 
stowed on American ar¬ 


chitect Philip Johnson in 1979, 
and has since been awarded 
to architects from around the 
world including Souto de Mou- 
ra’s former teacher Alvaro Siza 
in 1992. “The fact that this is the 
second time a Portuguese archi¬ 
tect has been chosen makes it 
even more important,” Souto de 
Moura, 58, said in a statement 
issued by the foundation. 
Among the Souto de Moura’s 
Portuguese projects are a soar¬ 
ing stadium in Braga, the Burgo 
Tower in Porto, a convent re¬ 
stored as an inn in Amares, a 
subway in Porto, the Paula Rego 
Museum in Cascais, as well as 
shopping centers, schools, art 
galleries, homes and a cinema. 
Most of the Porto-based archi¬ 
tect’s designs are in Portugal, 
but some have been built in 
Spain, Italy, Germany, the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom, and Switzerland. 
“During the past three decades, 
Eduardo Souto de Moura has 
produced a body of work that 
is of our time but also carries 
echoes of architectural tradi¬ 
tions,” Lord Peter Palumbo, 
the prize jury chairman, said 
in the statement. “His build¬ 
ings have a unique ability to 
convey seemingly conflicting 
characteristics power and mod¬ 
esty, bravado and subtlety, bold 
public authority and a sense of 
intimacy at the same time,” he 
said.Q 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 

$8500 

1 Br wk 14 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 

$8500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View $13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Paradise Beach Village 


wk 13 Room 324 Pool/ocean 

$8500 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

$550000 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

La Qiunta Beach Resort 


1 Br wk 11 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 14 Room 103 pool/ocean View 

$7000 

Tiera Del sol 


House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full Airco 

Water Heather 

$531000 

Many more weeks for 

sale 

cal1:731 -2012 or 562-0712 

Or e-mail me at 


iohnnypaesch@yahoo 

E 

0 

V 

• 



ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 


Huge villa directly on the BEACH located in Aruba's most 
prestigious community, Arashi Beach. Absolutely amazing views! 
This 2- story villa features 6 bedrooms + maid's room, magnificent 
covered balcony with breathtaking view, private pool and 
entertainment area. Best location of all beachfront homes. Great 
Investment! Directly on the Beach, Amazing Views and Privacy! 

What more can you ask for! Price: $3,500,000 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com — www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale. All our listings are carefully selected 



tor on duty 


ORANJESTAD 


DIA 29 MAART 

Dr. Velasquez 

ip 

Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica del Pueblo N.V. TEL 582-1253 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Centro Medico N.V. TEL: 584-5779 


Police 

Police 581-1100 


Oranjestad 

Noord 

Sta. Cruz 

Savaneta 

San Nicolas 

582-4000 

587-0009 

585-4710 

584-7000 

584-5000 

Emergency 


Numbers 

- 

OlES^ 

Emergency 

911 

Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 


San Nicolas 


Ambulance 

Police station 

BGD San Nicolas 
Valero Security 

584-5050 

584-5000 

584-1606 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Cruise Ship 

29 Serenade of the sea 

30 Adventure of the sea 
30 Grandeur of the sea 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 


Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 


Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 


Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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India’s tiger census shows numbers on the rise 



A Royal Bengal tiger walks as another sleeps in the state zoologi¬ 
cal park in Gauhati, India, Monday, March 28, 2011. 

Associated Press 


NIRMALA GEORGE 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s 
latest tiger census shows an 
increase in the numbers of 
the endangered big cat, but 
threats to their roaming ter¬ 
ritory could reverse those 
gains, officials said Monday. 
The census counted at least 
1,706 tigers in forests across 
the country, about 300 more 
than four years ago, a govern¬ 
ment official said Monday. 
Environment Minister Jairam 
Ramesh called the increase 
good news but cautioned 
against any complacency in 
efforts to save the iconic ani¬ 
mal from extinction. 


“The rise in numbers is the 
result of sustained efforts, 
but the shrinking of tiger cor¬ 
ridors is alarming,” Ramesh 
said. Wildlife experts who 
conducted the census said ti¬ 
ger corridors, which are the 
routes frequently used by the 
big cats to move from one re¬ 
serve to another, had declined 
sharply as huge power proj¬ 
ects, mining and roads cut 
into their habitats. 

“Securing these corridors 
should be taken up as a pri¬ 
ority,” said Rajesh Gopal, 
director, National Tiger Con¬ 
servation Authority. 

But with India pushing ahead 
with its economic agenda, the 


For Peru school kids, sun hats now do rigour 


FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 

LIMA, Peru (AP) — Hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Peruvian children returned from 
summer vacation this month with a new 
addition to their school uniform: a hat. 
Education officials in the highland prov¬ 
inces of Cuzco and Arequipa ordered hats 
for their 740,000 students after a study by 
a Cuzco hospital found that most children 
had developed skin irregularities due to 
exposure to the sun’s harmful ultraviolet 
rays. Some private schools have chosen 
baseball caps in school colors. Public 
schools in Arequipa use broad-brimmed 
blue cloth hats. The only requirement is 
that children cover their heads against a 
midday sun that in this equatorial region 
can burn human skin in minutes, espe¬ 


cially at high altitudes. The school hat 
rule arises from increasing awareness of 
the problem across the region as local sci¬ 
entists better track the data and officials 
alert the public when levels rise. 

“The amount of ultraviolet radiation re¬ 
ceived by Peru is not very different from 
what it was 100 years ago. The difference 
is that now the data is being provided to 
the public,” said Ronald Woodman, di¬ 
rector of Peru’s Geophysics Institute. 

UV radiation levels are highest between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., when health officials 
say people who do not cover their skin 
risk developing skin cancer. Ultraviolet 
radiation levels above 11 on an interna¬ 
tional scale are considered especially dan¬ 
gerous and it is not uncommon for them 


where the provincial capital is 11,166 feet 
above sea level. Bolivia, whose capital of 
La Paz approximates Cuzco in elevation, 
has begun broadcasting UV alerts to the 
public, sometimes advising people in the 
highlands to avoid more than eight min¬ 
utes of exposure to the midday sun. 

The Peruvian authorities were spurred 
to action after a study by the Peruvian 
Dermatology Society last year detected 
pathologies in the skin of 73 percent of 
172 randomly selected 14- and 15-year- 
olds in Cuzco. Its author, Sendy Solor- 
zano, told the AP that the abnormalities 
included cracked lips, skin rashes and 
dilated blood vessels near the skin sur¬ 
face. Authorities said no reliable data was 
available for the region or nationwide on 


to surpass 14 in Arequipa and Cuzco, skin cancer.□ 
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threat to the tiger increases as 
the government tries to juggle 
the competing claims of de¬ 
velopment and wildlife con¬ 
servation, Ramesh said. 
Unlike earlier tiger estimates, 
when pugmarks of individual 
tigers were counted, this time 
round conservationists used 
hidden cameras and DNA 
tests to count the cats in 17 
Indian states where tigers live 
in the wild. 

“The count is more scientific 
this time and therefore more 
accurate,” Gopal said. 

The census included 70 ti¬ 
gers in the eastern Indian 
Sunderbans Tiger Reserve, 
which had not been counted 
in the last census in 2007. 
Not counting the Sunderbans 
population, the latest count 
reflects an increase of about 
16 percent. 

The 2007 census had shown 
1,411 tigers, a sharp fall in the 
population from about 3,600 
five years earlier. 

A century ago, about 100,000 
tigers roamed India’s forests. 
Shrinking habitats have 
brought the wild cats into 
conflict with farmers who live 
near tiger reserves and poach¬ 
ers who kill them for pelts and 
body parts, highly prized in 
traditional Chinese medicine. 
The release of the latest tiger 
census results coincided with 
the start of a three-day inter¬ 
national conference to follow 
up on progress made at the 
2010 St. Petersburg summit 
of 13 countries that are home 
to wild tigers. 

At the New Delhi meeting, 
countries will present strate¬ 
gies to implement the Global 
Tiger Recovery Program ad¬ 
opted in St. Petersburg which 
includes plans to double the 
tiger population by 2022, 
crack down on poaching and 
on trading in illicit tiger pelts 
and body parts.□ 
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Jimmy Carter inicia una visita privada de tres dia a Cuba 


CUBA - El expresidente de 
EE.UU. Jimmy Carter inicio 
hoy una visita privada de tres 
dias a Cuba durante la cual 
se reunira con varias auto¬ 
ridades, incluido el manda- 
tario Raul Castro y se preve 
que trate temas bilaterales sin 
descartar el caso del contrat- 
ista estadounidense Alan 
Gross. 

Carter, quien ha sido invi- 
tado a la isla por el Gobiemo 
cubano, arribo a La Habana 
en la manana de este lunes 
vistiendo una guayabera 
blanca y en compania de su 
esposa Rosalynn y una comi- 
tiva del Centro Carter. 

Fue recibido por el ministro 
cubano de Relaciones Exteri- 
ores, Bruno Rodriguez, junto 
a otros funcionarios como el 
titular de la Seccion de In- 
tereses de Cuba en Estados 
Unidos, Jorge Bolanos, y el 
jefe de la Seccion de Intere- 
ses de Washington en La Ha¬ 
bana, Jonathan Farrar. 

La llegada de Carter, que 
en Cuba fue anunciada ayer 
mismo por la prensa oficial, 
congrego a un numeroso 
grupo de medios extranjeros 
en el aeropuerto intemacio- 
nal “Jose Marti”, del cual el 
politico estadounidense salio 
sin ofrecer declaraciones. 

El programa oficial de su 
visita incluye encuentros con 
dirigentes del Gobiemo, au- 
toridades catolicas y la comu- 


nidad judia, y segun el Centro 
Carter, uno de sus intereses 
es “discutir como mejorar las 
relaciones de Estados Unidos 
y Cuba”. 

Esa organizacion ha pre- 
cisado que el exmandatario 
(1977-1981) y Premio No¬ 
bel de la Paz estadounidense 
aspira tambien a tratar so- 
bre el proceso de reformas 
economicas impulsado por el 
general Raul Castro y sobre 
el VI Congreso del Partido 
Comunista de Cuba que se 
celebrara en abril. 

Carter, quien estuvo ante- 
riormente en La Habana en 
2002, llega en esta ocasion 
en medio de un nuevo foco 
de tension en las relaciones 
entre EE.UU. y Cuba, origi- 
nado por la detencion en la 
isla en 2009 del contratista 
estadounidense Alan Gross 
y su condena este mes a 15 
anos de prision. 

Aunque el Centro Carter ha 
precisado que el expresidente 
viaja en mision “privada” y 
no como emisario del Gobi¬ 
emo de Barack Obama, ob- 
servadores y hasta miembros 
de la disidencia interna coin- 
ciden en que su visita podria 
servir de apelacion ante La 
Habana para la liberacion de 
Gross. 

El portavoz de la opositora 
Comision Cubana de Dere- 
chos Humanos y Reconcili- 



E1 expresidente de EE.UU. Jimmy Carter (i) saluda al canciller cubano, Bruno Rodriguez (c), a su 
llegada a La Habana, en el inicio de una visita privada de tres dias invitado por el Gobierno del 
presidente cubano, Raul Castro. 

(AP Photo/Ismael Francisco , Prensa Latina) 


acion Nacional (CCDHRN), 
Elizardo Sanchez, dijo a Efe 
que hasta el momento no hay 
ninguna reunion prevista 
entre Carter y la disidencia, 
aunque resalto que en su an¬ 
terior visita el encuentro que 
sostuvo con los opositores se 
pacto “horas antes”. 

Gross, un subcontratista de 61 
anos de la agencia estadoun¬ 
idense Usaid, fue acusado 
por Cuba de ser parte de un 
“proyecto subversivo” que 
intenta destmir la revolucion 
mediante el empleo de siste- 


mas de infocomunicaciones politico estadounidense en 


fuera del control de las auto- 
ridades. 

La intervencion de Carter a 
su favor tendria como prec- 
edente la exitosa mision del 


Corea del Norte en 2010, cu- 
ando logro la excarcelacion 
de un ciudadano estadoun¬ 
idense detenido por entrar 
ilegalmente a ese pais.Q 


Raises de Caribe unen esfuerzos antinarcos 


COSTARICA (AP)- Varias naciones del Ca¬ 
ribe sesionaron el lunes en la capital costar- 
ricense para acordar la implementacion de un 
convenio para combatir el narcotrafico en esa 
region del Atlantico. 

En el evento, que se realiza por primera vez, 
participan como miembros del acuerdo Be- 
lice, Estados Unidos, Francia, Guatemala, 
Republica Dominicana y el Reino de los 
Paises Bajos; otras naciones que no han rati- 
ficado el acuerdo enviaron delegados, como 
Colombia, Gran Bretana, Panama y Nicara¬ 
gua. 

En la inauguracion, el ministro consejero de 
Holanda, Carel Richter, destaco que “el cri¬ 
men es cada vez mas organizado y requiere 
respuestas mas organizadas y multilaterales”. 
El convenio facilitara que los paises compar- 
tan logistica, informacion, asistencia tecnica y 
equipo. “Esperamos que algo similar se pueda 


crear para el Pacifico, pues lamentablemente 
somos testigos del trafico de personas, armas 
y drogas” en ese litoral, destaco el canciller 
anfitrion Rene Castro. 

La representante de Francia, Chantal Haage, 
dio un breve informe sobre el reciente de- 
comiso de tres toneladas de cocaina por parte 
de una fragata francesa, en una accion que 
tambien dejo cinco detenidos. 

El canciller de Belice, Wilfred Eddington, re- 
comendo que las acciones tambien abarquen 
“educar a los ninos para que se resistan al 
consumo y (a) generar empleo como una al- 
ternativa de ingresos para quienes trafican. 
Hasta ahora solo ha habido carcel y, en nues- 
tra experiencia, eso no ha servido”. 

A la cita acudieron ademas la embajadora de 
Estados Unidos, Anne Andrew y el secretario 
general del SICA, Juan Daniel Aleman. □ 


Mueren 4 por gripe porcina 
en norte de Mexico 

MEXICO (AP) - Cuatro personas han muerto por in¬ 
fluenza A H1N1, que fue conocida popularmente como 
gripe porcina, en el estado norteno de Chihuahua, donde 
las autoridades sanitarias detectaron un brote del vims 
que surgido en 2009. 

El gobemador de Chihuahua, Cesar Duarte, dijo que 
otras seis personas han sido infectadas con el vims, 
aunque autoridades federates dijeron que se habian diag- 
nosticado ya siete pacientes. 

El director del Centro nacional de Programas Preventi¬ 
ves y Control de Enfermedades, Miguel Angel Lezana, 
dijo en Milenio Television que ademas de los siete casos 
confirmados se estudiaban otros 30. 

Senalo que lo que se ha registrado en Chihuahua es “un 
pequeno brote” del vims. “No hay una alerta”, aseguro. 
Duarte comento que una mujer murio en la ciudad de 
Chihuahua, capital del estado, poco despues de haber re- 
gresado de un viaje a Texas. Otras tres personas fallecier- 
on por el vims en Ciudad Juarez, fronteriza con El Paso, 
Texas. El gobemador aseguro que los casos detectados 
en Chihuahua estan vinculados con un brote en Texas y 
Nuevo Mexico. Mexico anuncio el 23 de abril de 2009 la 
presencia de un nuevo vims de la influenza, el A H1N1, 
y en cuestion de dias la capital y varios estados quedaron 
practicamente paralizados, temiendo una epidemia que 
tuviera una vimlencia y letalidad mayor a la que final- 
mente registro. □ 
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